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Abstract

This study was conducted to investigate the effect of cutting frequency and
tropical grass species on dry matter yield and nutrient quality. The experimental design
was 4 x 3 factorial in completely randomized design with 4 replications where factor A
consisted of 4 cutting interval viz 5 6 7 and 8 weeks and factor B was three tropical
grasses viz Para (Brachiaria mutica), Nepier (Pennisetum purpureumn) and Ubol Paspalurn
(Paspalum notatum cv. Ubol) From the study, dry matter yield of Napier showed highest
in every cutting interval followed by Ubol paspalum and Para (P<.05), an dry matter yield
of those three grasses were 11.90, 10.01 and 8.38 ton/rai/year respectively. Nutrient
quality of Napier was higher than Para and Ubol paspalum in every cutting frequency
(P<.05). With in Napier, cutting frequency at 5, 6 and 7 week intervals had sufficient
nutrient for dairy cattle whereas Para and Ubol paspalum had sufficient nutrient supply at

only 5 weeks intervals.

Key words : Tropical grasses, Cutting frequency, Yield, Nutrient quality



