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Abstract

A study of the needs and quality of life of University
Students 1living in privately owned dormitories or houses : A Study
at. Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai Campus. This study
examines living conditions in privately owned dormitories and
houses with an emphasis on the safety and mental health of those
students living there.

A survey was taken, utilizing both a questionnaire an
interviews, of 339 students 1living at three different areas
privately owned dormitories or houses nearby the university. The
data gathered was analyzed by content analysis technique and using a
SPSS/PCT statistical progranm

The results of the study are as follow :

Those students staying in privately owned dormitories or
houses paid rent two to five times the normal cost of living in a
dorm on campus. In addition they also spent money commuting back
and forth from their home to the university. The level of services
and access to facilities were both lower for those students living
in private dorms compared to those students living at the university.

Furthermore those students living in private dorms were
often asked to sipn contracts containing unreasonable conditions.
Some of the private dorms had very poor security and in some cases

no available parking space for vehicles.



However in general the private dormitories and houses were
cleaner, quieter, and offered more privacy than the university
dorms. The university dorms were perceived as being safer however.

Those students staying in the private dorms experienced
more stress, especially loneliness and fear of being alone. They
also participated less in university activities due to distance and
missing out on the informal comnunication network that exists in the
university dorms.

Students living in privately owned dormitories and houses
voiced a number of needs including : safety assurances, reasonable
rent, easy access Lo food, and extra facilities Ilocated at the
dorms. They would like university administrative officials to
negot.iate the price of rent, regularly inspect living conditions in
the private dorms and insist upon housing contracts with reasonable
conditions. Finally they would like the university to open up the

side entrance t.o the university (near the Medical Faculty).
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