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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study community life that was reflected in
11 romantic folk literatures of Southern Thailand. The descriptive analysis of this
research is carried out through a detailed study of the characteristics and way of life of

‘ the community.

The results of this research reveal that there were two types of communities
that were reflected in the romantic folk literature of Southern Thailand: an urban
community and a rural community. In an urban community the leader always
exercise absolute authority to control the people in the community, and the leader
always impose terrible punishment on those who violated the laws. In a rural
community the leader was an elder who was respected by the people. However, there
were no differences in the way of living in the two communities. It was found that the
relationships between people in the communities were based on generosity, respect
for older people, and clearly separate roles for husbands and wives. It was also found
that the community used rewards and punishments for soctal control.

The romantic folk literature of Southern Thailand gave a complete picture of
the way of life of Southern Thai people. The different careers of people depended on
where they lived, such as fishing, planting, finding things in the forest, and trading by
ship. The way of eating showed food in everyday life and the betel nut eating culture.
Education and the transmission knowledge showed that the monk was a teacher. The
boys had a chance to study more than the girls. Lessons started with praise of the
Buddha, followed by the study of the Thai and Pali languages, and finally the study of
magic. The use of objects in everyday life showed the equipment used in, housing,
and dress. The way of nursing showed that the people used local knowledge to
develop medicine from nature, and people attitudes towards illness come from Krama.
The rituals showed the details and the procedures of the important rituals, such as
calling the spints, weddings, making merit and funerals. The beliefs of the people
showed that they were the same, such as old Krama, dreams, and predictions. The
communication showed direct communication between a sender and a receiver,
because the community was small. The plays and entertainments showed
performances which illustrated celebrations and games which were local sports.



