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Abstract

Study on species diversity of freshwater crabs in eastern basin and Pattani River basin of
southern Thailand was conducted between October 2001 and September 2002. Total 195 sites
were investigated, ranged from small river basins in eastern part of Thai Peninsula and Pattani
River Basin. Sample sites were distributed from upper watershed areas downward to lower
reach flood plains. Freshwater crabs were collected by various gears, preserved in 10%
neutral formalin and taken for taxonomical examination in laboratory. All specimens were
identified to species level and selected specimens were registered and deposited in Prince of
Songkla University Zoological Collection.

There were 1709 specimens, of 4 families 11 genera and 19 species in the coliections,
195 sites and 227 samples. Siamthelphusa improvisa (Lanchester, 1901) was the predominant
species and the most distributed species in eastern basin and Pattani River basin of southern
Thailand. Parathelphusa maculata De Man, 1879 and Heterothelphusa insolita Ng & Lim, 1986
were considered to be new records for Thailand.



