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Separation behaviours of hospitalized children
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Abstract

The purposes of the study were study the separation behaviours of the hospitalized
children and compare the difference between separation anxiety behavioursr to age, sex and
previous admission.

Sixty - one children, age 1-6, admitted at Songklanakarin Hospital were purposely
selected and observed behaviours at the first day of hospitalization to the eight day of
hospitalization. The checklist observation tools were used in accordance with the theory by the
researchers. Descriptive data were presented in frequency, percentage and the Mann -
Whitney - U Test in order to assess the difference between separation behaviours to age, sex
and previous admission.

The results showed that the children reacted to separation anxiety in three stages,
protest, despair and denial. There was a significant difference between separation behaviours
and age at the first to fifth day of hospitalization at p=0.05 . In testing a significant difference
between separation behaviours and sex found that there was a significant difference at the third
and fourth day of hospitalization at p = 0.05. However, there was no significant difference
between separation behaviours of the children who had been hospitalized and those for the first
time admission.

In conclusion, the results from the study indicated that age, sex and hospital days may

effects to separation reaction of hospitalized children.
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