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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the changing ‘components in the agrarian
rubber production system in terms of socio-economics, physical components, and techniques of
praduction in the last decade (1989-1999). The study was conducted in Sadao, Nathawi and Chana
districts of Songkla Province, Thailand, using both secondary and primary data. About 350 farmers
from three villages were interviewed and seventy-two households were selected for in-depth study.

The study area is mair‘wly hilly, rainfed highland, and rubber is the main crop in the
agricultural areas, although land evaluation has indicated that a large amount of the area is
unsuitable for rubber cultivation. Small roads connect the villages, and houses are mostly located in
small groups along them. Recently many roads have been repaired, making things more convenient
for the villagers. Most houses have brick walls and tile roofs. Ownership of motorcycles has
increased. A smoked dry rubber sheet factory had been recently constructed in order to help
support the farmers to develop better quality rubber sheets.

Most family leaders had low education. The average family size was 4 to 5 persons with 2
agricultural laborers and one member who was studying. Most had a small size farm, and stili used
traditional production technigues. Land tenure in the traditional agrarian system was mostly long
term, and recently the security of land tenure had improved. On the other hand, landless farmers
and small farm size have become more of a problem recently, and farmers from these two probiem
areas often migrated to the industrial and service sectors. Increased opportunity for education has
also increased the opportunity for family members to work outside of the agricultural sector.

Concerning agricultural production, most farmers preferred growing rubber to other crops.
although government policy gave support to change to growing tropical fruits or perennial trees, or
rubber intercropped with them. Sales of rubber products via intermediary merchants had
decreased. The rubber products of the farmers has also changed increasingly from rubber sheet to
liquid latex, resulting in laborers used in rubber production having increased leisure time.

Although many aspects of government policy seek to change the agrarian system, it cannot
be broadly changed. New technigues of production involving low fertilizer or no fertilizer, and rubber
cultivation on unsuitable areas, may reduce traditional rubber production in the future. In addition,
envirenmental problems will soon become pressing in the agrarian system if the smoked dry rubber
sheet factories in rural area do not develop good methods to manage the wastewater from rubber

sheet processing.
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