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Abstract

The objectives of this project were to describe the economic and social characteristics of
rural women who had migrated to work as masseuses and commercial sex workers in Hatyai
municipality, their former status and the motivating factors influencing them to enter the
occupation. The study also sought to describe the impact of their work on the family and the
attitudes of these women towards legitimization of their occupation and towards employment in

alternative occupations.

One hundred masseuses, age ranging from 17 to 33 years, mean 24 years, were
interviewed. Most had received education only up to 4" grade, were Buddhist, single and without
children, previously unemployed and from rural families in the north of Thailand, where their
parents were farmers. The major driving factor motivating migration was family poverty, and
major attraction was a desire for wealth. Most women voluntarily entered the occupation,
encouraged mainly by friends from their home village. The women in the sample had been
engaged in the occupation in Hatyai for a mean duration of 2.5 years, range 1 to 4 years. They
returned home generally for not more than one week on the occasion of important festivals.
When in Hatyai, most of them had accommodation with the owner of the establishment where
they worked. In their free time, they mainly watched television and movies or listened fo the
radio, followed by relaxing, going shopping and card-playing. Most of them had at some time
experienced sexually transmitted disease, as they provided sexual services in addition to their
regular work. Most reported using hormonal contraception and not having had an abortion. They
were unsure about the benefits of government control of their occupation, but agreed with the
plan to register the occupation as a legitimate means of earning a living. Reasons why they would
leave the occupation were, first, having made enough money, followed by reaching the age of 30

or more and no longer being able to continue working in this occupation.

Thus, if the government were to take good care of these women, solve their problems,
and enable them to pursue a more secure occupation in their home region, it is expected that there
would be few, if any, who would wish to continue to work in such service establishments. The

number of women so engaged would thereby decrease dramatically.
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