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ABSTRACT

The objecrives of this research were studying the socin-economic backgrounds of para-rubber group
members, factors affecting the achievement of the para rubber groups’ operation as well as problems and
r&oﬁmen&tions for solving the problems of para rubber groups’ operation. The samples were 11 out of
44 para rubber groups in Songkhla province. The total number of the sample group was 316. The study was
carried out both qualitative and quantitaiive. The results revealed that the.socio-economic background of
members were as follows : 89 2% male. average ape of 42.37 vears. can read and write in 52.9%, level or
education 60.9% in grade 1-4, 45.6% occupied on para-rubber plantations, average annual income of 59,270.48
baht, average para-rubber land per household 21.62 rai, 65.2% having group member slatus, average

membership experience 8.74 years. and 39.9% need for assistance from group in term of marketing. The averuge

" value of all the averages of the para rubber groups' operation was 2.55 which was a moderate value. The

-

status of the para rubber group could be clussified into 3 levels: (1} high level group (good) with the average
of all the averages of the operation of 3.47, (2) medium level group (fair) with the average of all the averages

of the operation of 2.96, and (3) low level group (needs improvemenr) with the average of ail the averages
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of the operation of 2.28. In proving the hypothesis, it was found that group member participation, bargaining
: power outside the groups, group atmosphere, and the co-decision within the group, all had a positive relationship
with the achievement of the para rubber groups’ operation which proved the hypothesis put forward. Regarding
the factors affecting the achievermnent of para rubber groups' operation, it was found that the bargaining power
outside the groups and the co-decision within the group could influence the achievement of the para rubber
groups’ operation at 30.4% (R2 = 0.3043). The problems most often found in the para rubber groups' operation
were a lack of circulating capital and debts which accounted for 18.3%. Concerning the recommendations
most often made for the improvement of the para rubber groups” operation or 17.7% was for the government
to have a policy of capital support, credit system, and equipment for continuous operation.

- . . . b - - - - .
Key word : para rubber, agncultural institution, group dynamic, factors affecting,  para rubber groups

operation, the groups’ achievement
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Population

44 Para rubber Groups in Scngkhla Province

)e— Multi-stage Random Sampling
v

Sample _
N Qualitative Method

11 Para Rubber Groups

(Membership 136 Persons)

ez Secondary data

= —PPRA method

Quantitative Method

< Interview designed form
< Hypothesis

<— Analysis

Conciude and Criticize

Figure 1 Reserch methodology.
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[ndcpendent variables

Dependent variables

" Group member participation (X}
Bargaining power outside the group (X.}
Leader and the cammittee characteristic (X}
Structure and organization characteristic(X,)
Communication with agent (X}
Exposure o sources of information (X, )
Group atmosphere (X_}
The co-decision within the group (X,)

Group member characteristic (X}

Group establishment period (X

N
—

Figure 2 Hypothesis schema.
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Group activity (Y,)
Group produce (Y}

Group annual income (Y,)
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Table 1  General information of Para Rubber Member Groups.

N =316
Items Percentage
Sex
Male §9.25
Female 10.75
Agelyrs
<20 3.60
21-30 9.20
31-40 17.30
41-50 30.30
251 39.60
X = 4237
Literacy
llilerate 19.10
Can read 8.00
Can read and write 52.90
Level of Education
No eduation 1740
Grade 1 - 4 60.90
Grade 5 -7 6.50
Grade & -10 9.40
Grade 11 - 12 5.80
Occupation
Rice grower 9.69
Plantation 5.63
Orchard 22.60
Para rubber plantation 45.57
Vegetable crop 322
. Animal husbandy 13.29
’Membership Affiliation
Saving Group 25.90
The Bank for Aericutlure and Agricultural Cooperatives 47.78
Agricultural Cooperative Group 26.52
Annual Income (haht/yr)
< 10,000 422
10.001-30,000 14.47
30,001-50,000 2370
50,001-70,000 13.00
= 70,001 44.61

X =59.270.48
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Tablel (con%)
‘ N=3l6
Items Percentage
Para Ruhber Income(baht/yr)
< 10,000 6.42
10.001-30,000 11.40
30,001-50,000 11.69
56.001-70,000 7.93
270001 _ 62.56
X =62,840.84
Total Occupied Land(Rai/Household)
<10 10,20
11-20 3943
21-30 ' 28.81
23 21.536
X =2235
Total Occupied Para Rubber Land (Rai/Houschold)
<10 1543
11-2¢ 33.19
21-30 27.23
231 _ 19.15
X =2162
Status Tenure of Rubber Planiation
Para Rubber owner 60.07
Para Rubber rentier 949
Para Rubber tapping emplovee 3044
The Stats of Group Membership
Leader 17.48
Committree 17.31
Member 65.21
Membership Experience (yrs)
. <35 26.07
€ 6-10 35.60
= 38.33
X =874
The Need for Assistance from Group
Production 1508
Credit 34.37
Market 39.93
Healih 9.72
Group Establishment Experience (From past (o 1995)
<5 9.10
6-10 316.36
=11 34.54
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2. AMNUAIANHMIUYDINGUAYAINS
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vosighifwatosiungy (X Taundoaqafo 2.17
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Legend 0 X, = Group member participation
X, = Bargaining power outside the group
Xy = Leader and commitiee characleristic
X, = Structure and organization characteristic
X5 = Communicaiion with agent
Xy = Expossure 1o source of information
X, = Group atmosphere
Xg = The co-decision within the group

Figure 3 The average of the para rubber groups’ operation dimension.
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3.53
2.96
3.40

Average (X)

G* Ge G3 Gé =5 GE G 38 G9 G0 G
Legend - G, = Koal Yai Croup G- = . Peak Group
G, = Paknoo Group G, = Kaodang Group
Gg = Thungmore Group G, = Buannode Group
G; = Wang Yai Group Gi = Sumnaktaol Group
G, = Tarmuag Group G,, = Pakbang Group

Gy = Sadao Group

Figure 4 The average of para rubber groups' operation in different groups.
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Legend :

High Level Group (G. uaz'G.,

Medium Level Group (G,

[0 = Low Level Group (G.. G, G, G, G,G,5 and G}
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Figure 5 The average of para rubber groups’ operation in different group level.
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Eigure 6 The average of dimensions of para rubber groups' operation in different group level.
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X =233,745.83
Ratio 1: 100,000

X=300
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(A) Amount of Group Saving money (B) Average of Group Activity (Y.)

(Y,) in different group level. in ditferent group level.
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X = 1430000 Ratio 1 : 1.000.000
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(C) The quatity of group produce (Y,) (1)) Amount of group annual income(Y )
in different Group level. in different group level.

Legend | g = ligh Level Group

= Mecdium Level Group
[0 = lew Level Group

F'igure 7 (A), (B), (C) and (D) The average and amount of elements of achievement of para rubber groups’

operation in different group level.
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FuiloR9I5 2N Table 3 M1 multiple R
M1 0552 e 1UuAY Adgested R squar i 0.3043
saasbitiuddaulsfass1dus nudadulesu
futungu (xg) wazanuawsalunmisdeseumu
venngn (X;) Tanudumuiivanuduioluns
ANTUNUNAGN (Ys,,) Taomuisoafuisanuiys
dsmvosnrmduistumsmdivauveanguld
Yosas 30 Tasdulsmesnsmunseyhuisa
dusvlumsdufivanweanguidedrainfod oy
wwaianszdy 0001 Teemurodouauns
T IR EC2

Yyou = 24287860 + 0.62 Xy + 021X,
AUMIAZIUUUIRTHIY

ZY 5oy, = 22448847 ¢ + 16931 347,

Table 2 Pearson correlation of variables associated with groups' operation.

Dependent variables

Group  Group  Group Group  The achievement
Independent Variabies saving  activity produce annual of para rubber
money income  groups’operation
Y Y {Y3) (Y3} (Y sum)

Group member participation (X} 0.11 041% Q4T 024 0.32%
Bargaining powcer outside the groups (X») 047+ 0.17 0.48** (.22 .42
Leader and commirtee characteristic (Xa) g46* 019 012 0.3 0.24
Structure and organization characteristic (X4)  037*  0.23 .13 047 0.18
Communication with agent (X5} 0.1 0.21 010  034% 0.14
Exposure to source of information (Xg) 0.23 0.09 004 018 0.11
CGroup atmosphere (X7) 0.08 0.69%%  0.11 0.55% 0.41*
The co-decision within the group (Xy) 0.30*  045* 0.92%  0.62¢ 0.71%*
Group member characteristic {Xg) 0.31* 0.02 0.39 .18 0.27
Group establishment period (X4 0.41* 032 0.12 031 .34

* P<0.05 ** P<0.01]
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mndoaiunu 's:uuﬁul‘?;aua:qﬂnsﬁ‘tuﬂw
dufiumsetunedivsuasdeiionnniiqgn Touaz
17.72 ‘lwum:‘?‘ié’amuauuzﬁu‘:ﬁunq’uﬂdsi’i
Avnssuadndeniowarminawe  (dudaiauo
uuzifeofiqadivadoraz 1.73 (Table 5)

Table 3 Statistic value and muliiple regression analysis mean stepwise method.

Independent variables b B R R2 R2change t-value
The co-decision within the group (Xg) 0.61579 2244844 0475 0.2255 (.2255 76T
Bargaining power cutside the groups (X7} 031417 6931.34 0.552 0.3043  0.0783 391***
Constant = 242878.60 F=2052661*%%*
**=P<(.001
Table4 Problems in para rubber groups’ operation.
N=316
," Problems Percentage
1. Lack or circulation capital and debis 18.29
2. Reliability of a group leader 13.42
3. Insufficient participation 1175
4. Members’ lack of knowledge of group operation 10.57
5. Conflicts 10.40
6. Inefficiency of officials 9.73
7. Lack of efficiency in administration and structure 8.38
8. Lack of equipment and tools 7.55
9. Members’ lack of knowledge of group objectives 6.71
10.  Insufficient communication between groups 218
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Table 5 Recommendations for improvement of para rubber groups’ operation.

N=316

. Problems

Percentage

1. There should be a government policy to assist in a credit system

for capital and equipment 17.72
2. Co-working condition should be promoted. 17.09
3. Government officials should be dedicated. 1474
4,  There should be positive attitudes and sincerity. 1207
5.  Training courses should be provided. 11.28
6. The group aperation should be in line with local needs. 8.93
7.  There should be counselors available. 6.27
8.  There should be improved communication. 4.07
3. Knowledge in principles of administration should be provided. 360
10. Knowledge about the market and how to solve price problems

should be provided. ' 2.50
11.  Groups should have continuous activities, 173
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