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A number of medicinal plants have been claimed o be effective in the treatment of
broncﬁeal asthma, a chronic disorder of the respiratory tract. The problem of asthma therapy with
some drugs concern with cardjotoxicity of the agents which can act on both ‘trachea and heart. The
problem may be life threatening especially in asthmatic patients with cardiac diseases. Objectives
of the present investigation were to screen the pharmacological effects of medicinal plants on
guineé—pig atrial and tracheal preparations. Eleven medicinal plants were used in the study | i.e.
Portufaca coferacea Linn.,, Schefflers venulosa Harms., Trianthema portulacastrum Linn.,
Millingtonia portulacastrum Linn., Euphobia hita Linn., Zingiber cassumunar Roxb., Randia
siamensis Craib., Vernonia cinerea Less., Bambusa spp., Zingiber ottensii Veleton and Coccinia
grandis {L.) Veigt. Eight of them can relax tracheal smooth muscle, mechanism of smooth muscle

relaxing action might be different.  Only four of them showed selectivity for tracheal smocth muscle.
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