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Abstract

This research is aimed to (1) study the criteria for analyzing the potential of
establishing a conservation-based tourist attraction : a case study of Tambon Koh Yor,
Amphoe Muang, Changwat Songkhla; (2) analyse the potential of establishing a
conservation-based tourist attraction of Tambon Koh Yor, Amphoe Muang, Changwat
Songkhla; (3) search for guidelines for developing the conservation tourism of Tambon
Koh Yor, Amphoe Muang, Changwat Songkhla. The Researcher collected data by
interviewing with tourists, focus group discussions and interviews with community.

The results of the study are as follows : Factors for analyzing the potential of
establishing a conservation-based tourist attraction, which were modified from factors
for identifying the potential of ecotourist attraction proposed by Jittasak Putthajorn
(2543), are in total 29 factors. These factors cover 4 dimensions of conservation tourism.
The dimension of area includes (1) identity and attraction, (2) the diversity of art, (3) the
diversity of the activities for culture and ways of life, (4) the tradition that attracts tourists,
(5) carrying capacity for changes in ecosystem and culture, (6) access to tourist
attractions, (7) agricultural activities, (8) the quantity and safety of water supply, (9)
physical conditions of the area, (10) adequate area for activities. The dimension of
management includes (11) solid waste management, (12) the management of noises,
(13) water management, (14) appropriate facilities, (15) safety, (16) the management of
zoning, (17) carrying capacity, (18) measurement for preventing environmental impacts,

(19) quality of service. The dimension of activity and process includes (20) utility and



worthiness of learning, (21) means and methods of interpretation, (22) contents of the
interpretation, (23) diversity of activities, (24) the appropriateness of activities to promote
conservation awareness. The dimension of community participation includes (25)
benefit for the community in terms of environmental resource conservation, (26) benefit
for the community, (27) support from government and private agencies, (28)
participation and acceptance of community, and (29) the awareness of community
members and tourists about environmental effects.

The analysis shows that Koh Yor has moderate potential. The dimension with
high potential are the dimensions of area and participation, and those with moderate
potential are the dimensions of management and activity and process.

The analyses of potential of establishing a conservation-based tourist
attraction are also based on each specific tourist attraction. It is found that the Institute
for Southern Thai Studies has high potential in the dimensions of area and participation
factors and moderate potential in the dimensions of management and activity and
process. For the Rajawat weaving group, natural and agriculture tourist attraction, as
well as, temples, they have high potential for the dimensions of area and participation
and moderate potential for the dimensions of activity and process, and low potential for
the management dimension.

Although Koh Yor is an appropriate area for conservation tourism, some
problems in the dimension of activity and process are evident. It is important to promote
the development of human resources in terms of management and skill, as well as
designing appropriate activities and process compatible with conservation tourism

approaches.
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