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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the desire and level of participation of
secondary school students in environmental education activities for environmental
conservation. The researcher tried to correlate the two aforementioned variables with
several independent variables: sex, grade, study plan, study result, favorite subjects,
parents’ occupation, school, reception of information on environmental conservation, and
environmental training experience. The researcher also studied the ways environmental
education activities in schools were conducted. The samples employed in the study
included 400 secondary school students, 4 school administrators and 20 teachers who
served as advisors on environmental activities. They belonged to 4 schools in Songkhla
Province.

The study revealed the following.

1. Most students expressed strong desire to participate in environmental
education activities at all stages and formats; the level of actual participation is however
moderate.

2. No significant difference in either desire to participate, or level of actual
participation, in environmental education activities is observed among students of
different sex, grades, study plans, favorite subjects, and environmental training
experiences.

3. Students with satisfactory to average grades, and those with high to very
high grades, showed significant difference in desires to participate in environmental

~education activities; at .05 significance level.
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4. Students whose parents were government officers, and those whose parents
were merchants and agriculturers, showed significant difference in both desires to
participate, and levels of actual participation, in environmental education activities; at .05
sig‘n'iﬁcance levels.

5. Students in different schools showed significant difference in both desires to
participate, and levels of actual participation, in environmental education activities; at .05
significance levels.

6. Students’ desire to participate in environmental education activities strongly
correlated with level of actual participation, at .01 significance level. Information on
environmental conservation received by students, strongly correlated with students’
desire to participate in environmental education activities, at .05 significance level.

7. The environmental education activities most frequently organized by schools
were physical environmental development in both schools and communities. Most
students wanted the environmental education activities organized in groups. They
wanted to participate in those activities at all stages and formats; the most preferred
were natural resource study tour.

8. School administrators and teachers who served as advisors on
environmental activities identified problems and obstructions in organizing
environmental education activities, including: too little time for activities; insufficient
budget, space, speakers, vehicles as well as teachers’ willingness; and lack of supports

from administrators.
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