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Abstract

This research was intended to investigate the attitudes
of low—income people towards low income medical cards in Pattani
Municipality; it was also to study problems of and suggestions for
low incomé medical cards of low-income people. A proportional
stratified sampling method was used to draw 320 samples in terms of
their SES and local residence.

Likert-scale was applied to the construction of questionnaires.
The alpha reliability of the questionnaires ranged from .51 to 80.
Data were analyzed using percentage, arithmetic mean and standard
deviation; also t-test, one - way ANOVA and Tukey’s honestly
significance difference test were used.

The study revealed that attitudes of low-income people in Pattani
Municipality towards low income medical cards were at a moderate level.

When individual factors were considered separately, it was found that:
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1. There was no significant differrence in attitudes towards
low income medical cards among low-income people with sex, income,
and religion differences.

2. The low-income people with age difference of old, middle,
and young age groups showed no significant difference in attitudes
towards the overall service aspect of low income medical cards.

3. The low-income people’'of being single showed significantly
better attitudes towards low income medical cards than those of being
widowed, or separated at .05 level.

4. The low-income people with outstanding health conditions
showed better attitudes towards low income medical cards than those
with standing health problems at .001 level.

5. The low-income people with the information exposures
from the municipality showed better attitudes towards low income
medical cards than those with the information exposures from
the non-municipality at.01 level.

6. The low~-income people with highly preventive health
behaviors showed better attitudes towards low income medical cards
than those with moderately preventive health behaviors at .001 level.

7. As for problems and suggestions for low income medical
cards among low-income people in Pattani Municipality, it implied
that information had not reached to all sectors of people so that
all forms of public relations should be used more intensively,

especially for all local mosques so that the poor could receive
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such information. It was suggested that the validation of the low
income medical cards be extended to a five-year period.

| The people accepted the process of low income medical cards
as a method to develop the public health. However, the public health

officials should be considered to be an important organ to get to

the goals of the public health.
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