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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were threefold: (1) to determine
the readiness and situations of Wats concerning educational support
to the primary schools situated in the Wat areas in Changwat Chumphons
(2) to determine the viewﬁ of Buddhist monks and teachers concerning
the Wat roles and problems of educational support to primary schools
situated in the wat areas in Changwat Chumphon; and (3) to compare
the views of Buddhist monks and teachers concerning the Wat roles
and problems in educational support to primary schools situated in
Changwat Chumphon.

The subjects selected by a cluster random sampling method
were 190 Buddhist monks and 280 teachers in primary schools situated
in the wat areas and the vicinity areas. For data collection, the
instrument was a questionnaire, constructed by the researcher.

The data obtained from the questionnaire were then analyzed for
percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, Pearson Product-

Moment Correlation Coefficient and a t-test.
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The research results were as follows:

1. The general situations revealed that in each Wat there were
in average 15 Buddhist monks, under 30 years of age, with lower than
Matayom Suksa VI education, one to two years of monkhood. Before
becoming ordained, most of them were unemployed. The main objective
of being in the monkhood was to be educated in the religious principles
of Buddhism. Over a half were not certified as a religious student
and none were graduates of theology

Each Wat covered an average area of 24.15 rai, with a sanctuary
chapel, with 10 Buddhist huts. Each Wat had an annual revenue from
government subsidy of Bht 8,286.50, donation from public of Bht 80,375.
In addition, each Wat earned some income through other activities
of Bht 24,245 annually. AL present, some Wahts had a savings or current
account of Bht 281,875. The Wat-coamunity relations were of a moderate
level.

2. As for the relations of educational support level and
factors of educational support to primary schools, educational support
was significantly related to the number of Buddhist monks as well as
to their educational attainment at .05 level, and also related to
the community at .01 level. However, educational support was neither
significantly related to the average age of the Buddhist monks nor to
the annual income of the Wats.

3. Regarding the roles of Wats in educationl support to

primary schools, it was found that:
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2.1 As for the aspect of counseling and determination
in school development, Wats acted as a counsellor in the utilization
planning of physical plants and fﬁcilities, scholarships and grants,
the promotion of cultural aspects of the comaunity. Wats also acted
as a counseling agent in suggesting an educational committee. Tn
this respect, Buddhist monks viewed that the Wat roles were at a
poderate level while teachers did so at a low level.

3.2 As for the academic and activity asﬁect, Buddhist
monks were asked to help school teachers teach such subjects as art
and culture, ethiecs and moral codes. They along with teachers also
participated in religion-related activities; they also gave a sermon
to teachers and pupils when requested by schools. 1In this aspect,
both Buddhist monks and teachers viewed the Wat roles were at a
moderate level.

3.3 For scholarships and grants as well as physical
plants and facilities Wats cooperated with schools in fund raising for
scholarships and grants siven to pupils, for acquiring instructional
equipment and tools; Wats also provided their materials, huilding
facilities for instructional and recreational purposes. In this
respect, Buddhist monks and teachers viewed that the Wat roles were
at. a moderate level.

3.4 As a liaison between schools and comaunities, Wats
helped publicize school activities to the community. Wats and the
comaunity jointly established scholarship and grant organization for
pupils who were needy. In this respect, Buddhist monks and teachers

viewed that the Wat roles were at a moderate level.
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4. As for the problems of educational support to primary
schools situated in the Wat areas, Buddhist monks and teachers vieved
that all such problems were at a moderate level : counseling and
determination in school development, academic and school activities,
instructional subsidies and scholarships, physical plants and
facilities, and school-community relations. The problem most
encountered in all aspects was the lack of cooperation and coordination
between schools and communities.

5. The results of the comparative analysis indicated that
there was a significant difference at .01 level in all aspects of
the Wat roles in educational support to schools; but no statistical
difference was found in counseling and determination of school
development or the liaison between schools and communities.

6. As for the problems in educational support given to
schools by the Wats, the results of the comparative analysis indicated
that there was a significant difference at .01 level in counseling and
determination and at .05 level in the liaison between schcools and
community; but no statistical difference was found in school

academic and activities or instructional tools and facilities.
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