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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed to investigate the
relations of related factors pertinent to the
participation in activities of Village Drug Fund (VDF)
members in Changwat Narathiwat. Independent variables
were factors related to socio-economic status, accessible
to VDF services, knowledge and acquisition of principles,
aims and operations of the Village Drug Fund, and those
related to attitudes towards the Village Drug Fund.
Dependent variables were the degree of the participation
in the VDF activities. The subjects under study were 181
Village Drug Fund members in Changwat Narathiwat. The
instrument for the data collection was a battery of test
and questionnaire constituting four parts: Part I dealing
with the questions on the respondents’ general information;
Part II was a multiple-choice test on their knowledge and
acquisition of principles, aims and operations of the
Village Drug Fund, with its reliability of measure being
at 0.5662; Part III comprised a Likert rating-scale
questionnaire on attitudes towards the participation in

the VDF activities, with its reliability of measure
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being at 0.8709; and Part IV dealing with the level

of participation in the VDF activities, with the
reliability of measure being at 0.9666. The questionnaire
was collected by the researcher with assistance and
cooperation of Tambon public health officers. In the data
analysis, the statistical procedures employed were
percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, a t-test,
an F-test, ANOVA and Scheffé test for all paired-variable
compar,ison.

The findings were as follows:

1. As for the subjects’ socio-economic factors,
it was found that social status was significantly related
to the participation in the VDF activities (P £ .D5].

That is to say, the VDF members with a difference in
leadership or group membership status participated more

in the VDF activities than those without such a status

(P < .001). However, there was no significant relationship
between a difference in the subjects’ age, personal income
as well as educational attainment and the participation of
the subjects in the VDF activities.

2. As for the access to the VDF services, the
findings indicated that:

2.1 The distance from residence to the VDF
unit was significantly related to the participation in
the VDF activities (P < .05). That is to say, the VDF
members whose residence was closer to the VDF unit
participated more in the VDF activities than those whose

residence was further away (P < .05).
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2.2 The membership in the health-card scheme
was significantly related to the participation in the VDF
activities (P < .05). The VDF members with the health-card
scheme membership participated more in the VDF activities
than those without such membership (P < .05).

2.3 The interest in health-related information
was significantly related to the participation in the VDF
activities (P < .05). The VDF members with the health-
related information acquisition participated more in the
VDF activities than those with no acquisition (P ¢ .01).

3. As for the knowledge and acquisition of the
principles, aims and operations of the Village Drug Fund,
the finding indicated that the pertaining knowledge and
acquisition was significantly related to the participation
in the VDF activities (P < .05). That is to say, the VDF
members with good knowledge and acquisition of VDF
participated more in the VDF activities than those with
poor knowledge and acquisition of VDF (P < .01).

4. Regarding factors pertinent to the attitude
towards the VDF, it was found that the VDF members with a
different attitude did not take part in the VDF activities
differently.

5. The VDF members with difféerence in all four
factors related to the VDF activities had a moderate level

of participation in the VDF activities.
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