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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to investigate
some factors that indicate group members’ participation
in the operation of savings-for-production. The indepen-
dent variables under study were (i) the subjects’ socio-
economic stat@s (SES) comprising sex, age, family size,
and economic standing, (ii) level of the understanding
in principles, aims and operation of savings-for-
production, and (iii) the subjects’ attitude toward
the operation of the savings-for-production. The depen-
dent variables were levels of the subjects’ participation
in the operation of savings-for-production. The sampling
subjects were 250 members of credit promotion group in
the operation of the savings—for-production at the
Rataphoom Self-Assisted Agricultural Estate, Tambon
Thachamuang, Rataphoom District in Songkhla Province
in 1988. The instruments for data collection were:
(1) an achievement test on the subjects' understanding
of the principles aims and operations of savings-for-

production, (2) a Likert-scale questionnaire on the



ii

subjects’ attitudes toward operation of savings-for-
production, and (3) a Likert-scale questionnaire on the
level of the subjects’' participation in the operation
of savings-for-production. The Stepwise Multiple
Regression Analysis Design was employed in the data
analysis through the Statistical Package for the Social
Science (SPSS).

The major findings of the study weré as follows:

1. There was no statistical significance in the
relationships between the subjects' sex, family size,
economic standing, and understanding of the pPrinciples,
aims and operation of the savings-for-production and
the level of the subjects’ participation in the opera-
tion of the savings-for-production. That is to say,
the three factors above-mentioned were not indicators
of the subjects’ participation in the operation of the
savings—-for—production. |

2. There was a statistical significance in the
relationships between the subjects’ age and attitude
toward the operation of the savings-for-production.
That is to say, the subjects’ age and attitude toward
the operation of the savings-for-production were
indicators of the subjects’ participation in the
operation of the savings-for-production. The signifi-
cant statistic values were p < .001, with the
coefficient correlation value of .2412.

3. There was a statistical significance in the

relationships among some combined independent
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variables; that is, the subjects' age, understanding
of the principles, aims and operation of the savings-
for-production, and attitude toward the operation of
the savings-for-production were exclusively indicators
of the subjects’ participation in the operation of the
savings-for-production. The significant statistic
values were p < .0001, with the multiple-coefficient

correlation value of .6036.
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