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Abstract

This research had 3 objectives. The tirst was to study the level of the politcal
participation of the Village Woman Development Committee in Changwat Pattani in 5 aspects:
vote casting, participating in political parties’ activities, playing roles in the communities, having
contacts with governmental organizations, and being political communicators. The second was to
compare the committee’s political participation based on such variables as age, level of education,
occupation, income, marital status, religion, and exposure to political information. The third was
to study the committee’s problems and suggestions concerning their political participation.

The subjects of this research were 374 members of the Village Woman Development
Committee in Changwat Pattani, chosen from the population of 667 people through Multi-stage
Random Sampling. The instruments were 5-scale rating questionnaires to measure the level of
their political participation and open-ended questions about problems in their political
participation. Percentage, arithmetic means, standard deviation, t-test, F-test, and Schefie’s
method were used for data analysis.

The findings were as follows:

1. The overall political participation of the Village Woman Development Committee
in Changwat Pattani was at a moderate level. Their vote casting was at a high level. Their role
playing in the communities, being political communicators and having contacts with
governmental organizations were at a moderate level. Their participating in political parties’

activities was at a low level.
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2. The Village Woman Development Committee of different age groups did not show
a difference in their overall political participation, Neither did they in participating in political
parties’ activities, and in being political communicators, Nevertheless, in having contacts with
governmental organizations, playing roles in the communities, and vote casting, they showed a
difference at a statistically significant level,

3. The Village Woman Development Committee with different levels of education did
not show a difference in their overall political participation. Neither did they in participating in
political parties” activities, playing roles in the communities, having contacts with governmental
organizations, and being political communicators. Nevertheless, in vole casting they showed a
difference at a statistically significant level.

4. The Village Woman Development Committee of different occupations showed no
difference in their overall political participation and in all aspects.

5. The Village Woman Development Committee with different monthly salaries
showed no difference in their overall political participation and in all aspects.

6. The Villaze Woman Development Committee of different marital status showed a
difference in their overall participation at a statistically significant level. So did they in playing
roles in communities, having contacts with governmental organizations, and being political
communicators. Mevertheless, in vote casting and participating in political parties’ activities they
showed no difference.

7. The Village Woman Development Commitiee of different religious faiths did not
show a difference in their overall political participation. Neither did they in vote casting and
having contacts with governmental organizations. Nevertheless, in participating in political
parties” activities, playing roles in communities, and being political communicators, they showed
a difference at a statistically significant level.

8. The Village Woman Development Committee with different exposure to political
information showed a difference at a statistically significant level in overall political participation.
So did they in vote casting, playing roles in communities, and being political communicators.
Mevertheless, they showed no difference in participating in political parties’ activilics and having

contacts with governmental organizations.
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