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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this survey research were to determine the level of nurses’
practice quality of antenatal care in community hospitals in upper southern Thailand, and to
investigate the relationships between participation of unit chiefs in quality development, support
in resources, practice of maternal and child health committees, support in training for health care
officers and the practice quality of antenatal care. The data were collected from a nurse
population who provided antenatal care in community hospitals in upper southern Thailand. A
questionnaire was mailed to 145 nurses and 129 questionnaires or 88 percent were returned The
questionnaire was tested for its content validity by three experts and the reliability of the
questionnaires tested with the test-retest method giving value of 0.92 Nurses’ practice quality
was scored on a scale of 0-4 The statistics used in data analysis were frequency, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, and Spearman’s rank-order correlation coefficient.

The results revealed that the practice quality of nurses in community hospitals
in upper southern Thailand was at the highest level ()_(=3.55, S.D.= 0.31). Regarding the
relationships, it was found that the factors of support in resources, practice of maternal and child
health committees, and support in training for health had positive relationships with the practice
quality of antenatal care at moderate but statistically significant levels (r = 0.48, 0.34 and 0.36
respectively p < 0.01). Participation by nurses who were chiefs of quality development units had a
low level but statistically significant relationship with practice quality of antenatal care, (r=0.22 p <0.01)

Thus, maternal and child health committees and the health care officers must be
leaders in the quality of antenatal care and the administration should provide support resources
and develop knowledge and competence of practical nurses by training and participation technical

conference.



