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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study Rousseau's Concept of Political
Freedom by means of documentary research. The results of the study were as follows :

1. As regards the family background of Rousseau and his fundamental
concept of Freedom, it was found that Rousseau was a commoner influenced by
western philosophy. He was recognized as a leading scholar because of the
contribution of his thought on Freedom. His fundamental concept of Freedom is that
man is born with freedom ; man is free, simple and solitary by nature and that is
beautiful.

2. As regards the defilement of freedom, freedom was viewed to be degraded
when political society was developed and man was chained by geographical,
population, cultural, economic and political conditions.

3. As regards ways and means of being free from oppressive political
freedom it was found that Rousseau proposed the Social Contract Theory and the
practical means to achieve the goal of political freedom.

4. As regards his influence on Thai politics, it was found that his concept of
political freedom has influenced Thai politics from the 1932 Revolution until now. Thai
constitutions, including the one of 1997, have been found to apply not only some of
Rousseau's concepts but also those of other democratic scholars. However, Some of his
thoughts are idealistic and are hardiy practical here.

As regards the analytical study, it was found that his concept of political
freedom was impcrtant in political philosonhy. Rousseau firmly stood by the idea that a
just and peaceful political society was one that was in full support of political freedom.

This was considered by Rousseau to be as necessary to human beings as a vital organ
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is to our body. Rousseau proposed that citizens have legitimacy to overthrow an
oppressive political society.

Rousseau was in favour of change from an oppressive society to a free
society. He believed this could not be achieved by means of the social contract alone
requiring additional mechanisms such as law, people participation and checks and
balances of powers, including geography, population and collective conscience of

citizens.
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