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Abstract

This research was intended to investigate the state, problems and

need of the use of computers for instruction in primary schools in Educational
Region 2 and to compare the problems as well as compiling suggestions for the
following nine aspects : hardware, software, personnel, support, curriculum,
instruction, environment, safety and maintenance. The subjects were 210
‘primary school teachers teaching basic computer during 1999 from 210 séhools
equipped with computers. The data was collected by a questionnaire and then
analyzed to get percentages.

The findings were as follows

1. The state of the use of computers for instruction was that most
ary schools had 6 computers installed in the computer laboratory as well as
e printer. The computers were bought by their annual fiscal budget and most
was provided by the Office of the National Primary Education
ission. When there was any problem with the computérs, the schools
ved services from the company who sold the machines. Most teachers
édmpetent at basic computer, operating systems and word-processing
yams, respectively. They acquired the knowledge and skills from training
ted by the administrators. The instruction of basic computer was done
zj.fgry Prathomsuksa 5 and 6. The teachers planned lessons semester by

and divided the class into groups depending on the number
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of computers available. A major extracurricular activity was a contest of
student’s creative works. The course was evaluated by observation and it was
found that the students’ achievement in basic computer was averagely
moderate. The computers were also used in teaching other subjects like English
and Life Experiences, and in general office, finance and stock works. Most
computer classrooms were suitable and equipped with instructional materials
but were not well equipped with damage or safety control. Only prohibiting
the use of floppy diskettes protected the machines from computer virus. As for
maintenance, teachers were capable to maintain monitor, keyboard or mouse,

and to check the machines after use with assistance from students.

2. The problems of the use of computers for instruction were that the

computers were not adequate. There was a lack of budget for repair and

program manual. The teachers lacked maintenance skills and were not
confident or skillful enough to use computers. They were also incompetent
about assessment and evaluation. In learning basic computer, the students had
limited chance and time for practice.  Most classrooms were not
air-conditioned. When the problems were compared by variables it was found
that schools different in size and province located faced different problems in
the use of computers for instruction.

3. As for the need to use computers for instruétion, it was found that
timedia computers and laser printers were needed most.  The schools
anted related offices to provide software and suitable programs for them.
:'Most. teachers needed to know about repairing and maintenance and to get
‘teacher’s manuals, lesson plaﬂs, information, coinputer magazines and journals,
well as program manuals. Most schools wanted to establish a computer
center at the school-zone level. For environment and safety management,

ir-conditioned classrooms and the Uninterrupted Power Supply (UPS) were



4. The teachers suggested that more computers be added to suit the
number of students. The machines, a good-quality multi-media type with
up-to-date programs, should work effectively. Therefore, a special budget for
computers should be allotted. The basic computer course should be included in
the curriculum at every level and self-access instructional materials as well as a
positive classroom atmosphere should be arranged for students. Finally, there

should be experts or technicians to check the computers periodically.
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