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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the roles of Tok Gurus which
influence the Muslim society in the southem border provinces of Thailand in general,
emphasing the rules of Tok Guru Haji Wan ldris bin Wan Ali (Baba Yeh), his
biography, roles and voluntary works such as wniting, translation and teaching. in this
study, there are 34 samples including 5 of his sons-in-law, 18 of his famous students, 8
of his contemporary friends and 3 of his neighbours of Bakong, Sangweng and Tuyong
villages.

The instruments used in this research are interview schedules about Baba
Yeh’s biography, roles, voluntary works and questionaires which are buiit up by
reseacher. They are devided into 2 sections; first, it is about general data of replyiers
and second, it is about condition of his periods and his role in teaching, writing,
transtation, controling students, managing pondok and making decisions which
concern with religious matters.

Baba Yeh’s full name is Haji Wan Idris bin Haji Wan Ali bin Draman or Mr.
Haji Ma'yeh Wae-Deramae. He was bom in 1922 in a poor family at Bendang Dalam
or Benae Dalae village, Sadawa area, Yarang district, Pattami province. In 1927, his
family migrated to Bakum (Bakung) village and stayed there unti! he returned home
from Macca in 1965. Then he immigrated to Tuyong village which is his pondok
located until he died in 1995,

He was a pateint man, who stood on his own feet and was active. Through
his hardship in seeking knowledge, Baba Yeh was never absent from the learning
circle. He had been entrusted by Shaykh Abdulqadir ai-Mandili Indonisian origin to
be a teacher at Al-Haram Mosque for 9 years afier the latter passed away. At the same
time, he studied with other teachers.

The results of this research are as follows |
1. Baba Yeh and other 7ok Gurus played important roles on Muslim society in
southern border provinces, and also provided vital roles in improving Muslim society

in education, soctal, economy and politics.

2. He played the lifely roles in establishing pondok, teaching, and became
leader i a famous pondok in Pattam province. He had taught 13 subjects such as
tawhid (oneness of God), figh (Islamic jurisprudence), tasauwuf (Islamic mysticism)
and nahwu (Arabic grammar) for 35 years, the same amount of years he spent his life
time in seeking knowledge. He could transfer all the subjects he learnt and produced a
lot of famous students from Patani, Naratiwat, Yala, Songkhla, Satun, Pangnga, Krabi
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and Bangkok. Those are his sons-in-law, Tok Gurus in some pondoks, religious
teachers and also the leaders in various villages. Besides teaching, he translated
Risalat al-Mu‘awanah into Malay and answered the questions addressed by Islamic
council of Pattani province.

3. He was an ideal Tok Guru for his students and nearest villagers who could
contegt him in various chances. In the political field, Baba Yeh had cooperated on
good terms with local politicians.

4. In the economic field, he produced 2 types of traditional medicines; Notic
Mayom potion and Maghribi Mayom potion in oder to earn his living since he had
been studying at Benang Gucil Pondok until he died. At the same time, he hold charity
celebrations many times in oder to increase pondok incomes as budget to enlarge land,
to build up some buildings like schoo! buildings, female students’ hostels, mosque and
to buy occupational land to bring in revenues for the management and development of
pondok in the future.
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