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Abstract

This study aimed to describe behaviors in preventing motorcycle
accidents and to examine the relationships among personal factors, factors
related to perception of driving behaviors, cue factors and preventive
behaviors of motorcycle accidents among young adults. The subjects were 200
young adult motorcyclists aged between 18-30 years in Yala Municipality.
Purposive sampling technique was used. The questionnaires used for data
collection consisted of 4 parts: 1) demographic information 2) personal
information regarding the driving behaviors 3) perception of driving behaviors,
and 4) preventive behaviors of motorcycle accidents. The data were analyzed
using frequency, percentage, range, mean, and standard deviation. Pearson’s
Product Moment Correlation Coefficient was used to describe the relationships
among the studied variables.

The results were as follows:

1. The mean scores of behaviors in preventing motorcycle accidents
was at a high level ()? =2.21, SD=. 35, possible range 0-3) .

2. For personal factors, type of occupation and driving speed had a negative
correlation with the preventive behaviors (r=-.37, p<.01; r=-.23, p<.01).
Relationship with significant others had a positive correlation with the preventive
behaviors (r=.40, p<.01). Educational level, accident experience, and
experience of driving motorcycle were not significantly correlated with the

preventive behaviors.



3. Factors related to perception of driving behaviors had positive correlations
with preventive behaviors (r=.47, p<.01). For each subscale, it was found that the
perceived susceptibility, the perceived severity, the perceived threat, and the
perceived benefit had positive correlations with preventive behaviors (r=.46,
p<.01; r=.33, p<.01; r=.45, p<.01 and r=.33, p<.01 respectively), whereas the
perceived barrier had a negative correlation with the preventive behaviors
(r=-. 27, p<. 01).

4. The cue factors, i.e., receiving information from the medias or others,
had a positive correlation with the preventive behaviors (r=.21, p<.01) and
experiences of having accidents in the family had a negative correlation with
the preventive behaviors (r=-.16, p<.01) and the traffic regulations and
monitoring had no correlation with the preventive behaviors.

The findings are beneficial for health care providers and related officers
in order to develop instruments to increase knowledge and awareness of people
regarding preventive behaviors to prevent motorcycle accidents, especially
young adults. It is expected that this effort would enhance safety of the general
public while driving motorcycles and that thus would lessen the incidence of

road accidents.
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