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ABSTRACT

This thesis was intended to study the characteristics of complex sentences
and the use of linking words, to investigate the functions of modifying clauses in complex
sentences, and to study writing defects in complex sentences with respect to sentence
organization, use of linking words, and content clarity. The data were drawn from 85
pieces of formal writing of students in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Prince of Songkla University, Pattani campus, who enroiled in the courses 411-208
Aesthetics in the Thai Language and 411-306 Introduction to Literary Criticism in the first
semester of the 2001 academic year.

It was found that ‘thi’ was more often used than ‘sueng’ and ‘an’ in
introducing clauses modifying the nominals in the subject, direct object and indirect object
slots. The three linking words were interchangeable. ‘an’ was used in the context where
clegance was intended and some kinds of values were expressed. A few sentences used
‘wa’ 1o introduce clauses modifying the nominals in the direct object siot. Complex
sentences with clauses modifying the verbals used ‘wa’ more than ‘thi’ since ‘wa’ was
more versatile and could be used with various classes of verbs. Modifying clauses in
complex sentences functioned as (1) restricting the meanings of nouns or noun phrases,
having “th”’, ‘sueng’or ‘an’ as a linking word, {2) completing the meanings of verbs,
having ‘wa’ more than *thi’ in introducing verbal-modifying clauses. Three writing defects
were found: (1) with respect to sentence organization, verbose and ungrammatical
sentences, and sentences with missing sentence units were found, (2) modifying clauses
were incompatible with the main clauses, and (3) sentences were vague or ambiguous.
These defects hindered communication.

The findings confirmed that the organization of ideas in complex sentences
was crucial. The writers had to choose words that clearly conveyed the meanings, write
concise sentences, and use proper linking words to correctly express the relationship

between the main clauses and the modifying clauses.



