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Abstract

This research i1s intended to investigéte the correlation between the police’s crime
prevention and suppression methods and the amount of crime, and the correlation between the
~ number of police officers and their levels of education and the amount of crime in Changwat Yala.

- The subjects of this study are 255 crime prevention and suppression police officers who
are working at the provincial police stations of the districts and subdistricts in Changwat Yala. Of
all the subjects, there are more warrant officers than commissioned officers. Most of them are
graduates with either police officer or non-commissioned police officer certificates, and are in
charge of at least two duties.

In collecting the data, a questionnaire is used. The data is then analyzed, using Chi-
square, to establish the correlation between variables.

’ The research findings are as follows:

1. Crime prevention methods are the only variable that inversely correlates with the
amount of crime, significantly at the level of .05 (Crime decreases.). The other variables; that is,
crime suppression methods, the number of police officers and the police officers’ levels of
education do not have inverse correlation with the amount of cnime {Crime does not decrease.).

’ 2. Although the respondents agree that the number of police officers in their responsible
areas do not meet the amount of crime, they think that the crime prevention and suppression is
at a good level.

3. The amount of crime in Changwat Yala is at an average level. Larceny scores the
highest among the crimes committed. Bad imitation and environment as well as drug addiction,

which constitute social problems, are the underlying causes of crime. Most of the victims are

female and most of the criminals are occasional criminals.
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