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Abstract

The objectives of the study on the strengthening process of the groups for production
Credit in Songkhla Province were to investigate the strengthening process of the groups for
production Credit: factors affecting the strengthening process and to identify problems and
obstacles to the strengthening process of the s groups for production Credit. This study is a
descriptive and explanatory research with the sample group consisting of board members of the
groups for production Credit and related staff members. The instruments consisted of a
questionnaire and an in-depth interview. The data collected were then analyzed with
pereentage (chi-square,

The results of the study revealed that most of the board members were male, Buddhists
with primary school education who were farmers with an average income of 3,001-5,000 baht per
month; had been members for 2-4 years, and were committee members of the groups.

The strengthening process  of the groups for production Credit began from the
establishment of the group resulting from the desire of group members with support from
governinent agencies. A group leader was then sought after to lead the management of the
groups. Movements of the groups were for mutual interests of group members, and the growth
of the group required bargaining power to maintain the group power as well as the group
interests.

Personal statuses related to the strengthening process of the groups for production
Credit were education, income and position. Factors related to the strengthening process of the
groups for production Credit were supporting factors from the state, local lecaders, non-

govermnment organizations, and social and cultural factors.

(5)



It is recommended that more women should be included and have a role in the work of
the Groups for Production Credit, support for training and knowledge development should be
given to group leaders, more network activities of the savings groups for production should be
promoted. group member participation should be encouraged, community’s social and cultural
factors should be taken into consideration, and factors in the knowledge and understanding of the
principles. objectives, and working methods of the savings group for production should also be

taken into consideration in order to strengthen process of the groups for production Credit .
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