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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate the community strengthening process

through a religious institution, relationship between the religious institution and the community

strengthening process, and limitations of the Buddhism institution in the community

strengthening process in Songkhla Province.

The results of the study revealed that the community strengthening process through

the religious institution contributed to promoting people with knowledge and ability in analyzing

and solving problems to be community leaders; offering opportunity to people in the community

to work together in thinking and proposing solutions to problems in their community.

The role of the religious institution had relationships with the community

strengthening process. The religious institution taught people to be good and honest; it laid

foundation for good behavior in community practice; it united people and controlled people-s

standard behavior. The role of the temple was related to the community as it was a center of

people in terms of art and culture, public health, a place for the poor, a place for education and a

place for meeting and information. As for the role of monks in the community were that of

advisors, teachers, psychological shelter where people turned to, unity promoters, unofficial

leaders, and teachers for basic technical knowledge.

The limitations of the religious institution in the community strengthening process

were found to be: deterioration of faith towards the institution; decrease in the level of knowledge

and the number of monks that did not keep pace with rapid development; increase in development

by the government sector to local areas; and the way of life that made people struggle more for

their living that resulted in greater distance from going to temple.
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Nowadays, the religious institution plays a less important role in community

development because of the monks- practice, distance between the community and the temple, a

lack of temple nurturing, and deterioration of society. Therefore, all parties should cooperate in

solving the problems, improving and supporting temples and monks to continue being community

centers as they used to be in the past.


