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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study “Sustainable Tourism
Planning and Management: The case of Virachey National Park,
Ratanakiri and Steung Treng provinces, Kingdom of Cambodia”
were to study the existing situation of tourism development in
the park, to study the existing tourism development plan and
management strategy of Virachey Natioanl Park, to study
stakeholders’ perception on tourism development and to propose
guidelines for sustainable tourism planning and management
that could be applied in the future development in other
protected areas in Cambodia.

The data was collected from the stakeholders
including the officer group of Biodiversity and Protected Areas
Management Projects (BPAMP) for Virachey National Park, the
representatives of local communities and international visitors to
the park. Because of small number of visitors travelled to the
Virachey National Park, the data was collected through 28 sets
of questionnaires with the total population of international
visitors who were interested in Ecotourism in northeast
Cambodia and traveled to Virachey National Park during the
period of 01-30 January 2006. In addition, 28 interview
questionnaires were also conducted with the representatives of
local community including head of commune, commune council
committee, tribal chiefs (Chas Tum Phum), heads or deputy



heads of villages, and local community with tourism
involvement and community participation in tourism planning
and management in the park as well as in their community. The
SPSS programme was used to analyze the level of visitors’
satisfaction with the park and the level of local communities’
perception on tourism development in the park and in their
community. The study of the potential and the existing situation
of tourism development in Virachey National Park was
examined by the review of literature and on-site observation.

The study of existing tourism development plan and
management strategy in the park was also done by qualitative
analysis of interviewing with 4 representatives from the
Biodiversity and Protected Areas Management Project for
Virachey National Park including Director of Virachey National
Park, Warden Tourism, Warden Community Development,
Warden Park Protection, and by observation and self-
assessment.

The results of the study indicated that Virachey
National Park has moderate potentiality to be developed as
tourist attraction for sustainable tourism development in the
park. The components with moderate potential are physical
condition, management, activities and process of natural and
cultural tourism, and organization and participation of the local
community. The study also found that most local communities
satisfy with tourism development in the park as well as in their
community. However, the basic infrastructures in their
community are essential to be developed first before
implementing the tourism planning in the park.

The results also indicated that most visitors (88%)
were satisfied with their experiences in the park. Most visitors
to the Virachey National Park were captivated by national park
sightseeing, diversity of vegetations such as certain kinds of
ferns and also for wildlife viewing such as bird watching and
large mammals, and national landscapes, waterfalls and streams
were their main preferences after visiting the park. Books and
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other printed material about the park, knowledgeable tour
guides, trails, fresh drinking water, litter disposal, and map of
the park, camping and homestay were the services which
visitors would like to have available in the park. The visitors’
expectations about their trips to the park were to learn about the
way of life and traditional culture of indigenous minority group.
Moreover, being close to the nature and viewing new landscapes
are their highest expectation of visiting Virachey National Park.

Some guidelines for sustainable tourism planning
and management were recommended to be applied in the future
development. Firstly, the local community should maintain and
preserve traditional dresses, cultural activities, art handicraft and
food and the original house style which are very captivating to
visitors. This should be included in the sustainable tourism
planning and management in the Virachey National Park.
Secondly, Ratanakiri provincial authority should develop the
basic infrastructure and the airport to support the tourism
development and to satisfy and help reduce poverty of the local
community. Thirdly, the Virachey National Park authority
should improve ease of accessibility to the attractions, area
management, management of pollution, quality of information
services, develop the basic infrastructure and services that
visitors would like to have available in the park, maintain and
keep improving high performance of visitor health and safe
indicators, increase local communities participation in tourism
planning and management in Virachey National Park.
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