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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were (1) to study the interest levels of
comrunity participation for sustainable tourism development at Koh Yao Noi, (2) to study
the important levels of community motivation that influence participation for sustainable
tourism development at Koh Yao Noi, and (3) to propose a community participation model
in tourism plan for sustainable tourism development at Koh Yao Noi.

The data was collected through questionnaires distributed to 300
households in the period of September to October 2005, to the local residents at Koh Yao
Noi. Independent Samples T-Test, One-Way ANOVA Pearson’s Chi-Square, and
Principle Component Analysis Method were used for the data analysis.

The resuit from the study indicated that respondents could be classified into
4 groups. Those were 14 local authorities, 63 homestay owners, 95 tourism service
providers, and 128 local residents, The residents who had mean score of ecotourism and
sustainable tourism knowledge higher than 0.75 (P-Standard of Knowledge) were 53%
and 70.33%, respectively. More than a half of the respondents well recognized ecotourism
and sustainable tourism, especially the local authorities were the most knowledgeable.
Therefore, the respondents were the appropriate and dependable in respond to the
questionnaire.

The result indicated that 57.339% or 172 respondents of local authorities,
homestay owners, and tourism service providers had “High” level of interest in
participation. The rest, 128 local residents, or 42.67% had “Moderate” level of interest.
The respondents wanted to participate in benefits gaining, implementation, and decision-
making in “High™ level of interest and wanted to participate in planning, problem solving,
and evaluation in “Moderate” level of interest. The respondents’ appropriate time
participated for sustainable tourism development was “Whenever Necessary”. The

respondents’ social role tended to affect their interest level of participation. Older



respondents tended to have less interest than younger respondents did. The respondents who
obtained the education in “Diploma, Vocational or higher” presented the highest mean
scores among others.

All groups of respondents ranked the “High” level of important among
motivations. The respondents selected the environmental benefits as the most important
motivation that influenced the participation for sustainable tourism development then,
followed by the economic, the socio-culture, and information gathering respectively. The
tourism service providers ranked the highest important level of motivation, followed by
local authorities, homestay owners, and local residents. The social role of respondents
tended to affect their important level of motivation. The older respondents gave less
important than the younger did. The respondents who obtained the education in “Diploma,
Vocational or higher” presented the higher important than other levels.

According to the thesis results, 3 recommendations could be presented as
follows. Firstly, Koh Yao Noi community should carry out the proposed model of
community participation in tourism plan for sustainable tourism development. Local
authorities should be the leader to provide the tourism education, especially to the residents
who were in between 18-25 years old because they tended to have higher interest than
other age groups did. Local authorities should provide human resource and financial support
to Koh Yao Noi residents as well. The residents should process the tourism plan in order to
get the participation and tourism benefits. Afterwards, they should evaluate and find the
ways or methods to improve the process of the model. Koh Yao Noi residents, who
involved in carrying out the model, should continue participation in planning and decision-
making in order to prepare the plan for improving the tourism at Koh Yao Noi. Secondly,
the environmental benefits should be raised as the priority important motivation for
sustainable tourism development, then followed by the economic and socio-cultural benefits
in order to influence the higher participation level. Finally, Koh Yao Noi residents should
be provided sufficient tourism information in the form of group discussion, group meeting,

or appropriate training.
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