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Peace Process in Three Southernmost Provinces
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Major Program Master of Public Administration
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ABSTRACT

The violence in the three southern border provinces of Thailand
occurred for more than 19 years. This problem has been affecting insecurity, property,
and the quality of life. Trying to restore peace to the three southern border provinces
is therefore an important policy. The purpose of this study is to review the current
perspective on conflict resolution and factors affecting the peace process in the three
southern border provinces including recommendations from the middle leadership
group (Track 2). This study used qualitative research methods, The key informants were
12 middle leaders of society (Track 2), including 4 community leaders, 4 local leaders
(Tambon Administrative Organizations), and 4 religious’ leaders (Imams) who live in the
Pattani province. The tool used in this research was an in-depth interview. Data
collection was done using in-depth interviews and research documents.

The result showed that the violence is a result of a power struggle in
the area, distorted history, religious beliefs, and drug trafficking. The people in the area
want peace which is the meaning of Islam. The current violent situation tends to
change in a better direction. Moreover, the people support compromising the process
of government, but some people still have concerned about the peace process.
Leaders suggest the leaders of the provincial Islamic committee participate in the
negotiation process and give offenders a chance to return to their normal life. They
also recommend using the King’s philosophy for solving conflict and they want to have
a special administrative region. The middle leader hopes this solution would be able

to improve the peace process in the three southern border provinces.
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Approaches to Building Peace

#e\,f?ld‘]’ chi Focus on High-level negotiations
op seadershlp ) Emphasizes cease-fire, Led by

Military/political/religious leaders with highly/visible, single mediator

high visibility

Leaders respected in sectors Ethnic/ Problem-solving workshops

Training in conflict resolution Peace

religious leaders Academics/intellectuals i 5 .
commissions Insider-partial teams

Humanitarian leaders (NGOs)

Local leaders, Leaders of indigenous Local peace commissions Grassroots training
NGOs Community developers Prejudice reduction Psychosocial work in
Local health officials, Refugee camp postwar trauma

leaders
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LAALMBSA VU868 91N Derived from John Paul Lederach, Building Peace: Sustainable
Reconciliation in Divided Societies (Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace

Press, 1997), 39.
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