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Thesis Title Strengthening Communities in a Multicultural Society through
the Culture of Farming: Case Study of Pat Ariyo Priest Learning

Center, Nathawi District, Songkhla Province

Author Miss Pirunya Nawatong
Major Program Human and Social Deveiopment
Academic Year 2020

ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aimed to 1) study through farming culture
in the multicultural society 2) study community strengthening in the multicultural
society, through farming culture a case study of Phra Achan Phatra Ariyo Learning
Center, Na Thawi District, Songkhla Province. Data were collected by means of in-
depth interview, focus group discussion, and participatory/non-participatory
observation, in combination with the study of relevant documents and research. Key
informants were religious leaders, village headmen, villagers, members of Na Mo Si
Subdistrict Administrative Organization, and other relevant participants. A content
analysis was performed with the acquired data, and an analytical report was
undertaken.

Results showed that the Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center has
the cultivation of Thai Buddhists. Farming culture of Thai Muslims And co-farming
culture The learning center is the center of activities through the cultivation of people
in the multicultural community. The area consisted of organizations, commmunities,
and continuous learning for strengthening communities in conjunction with the
process of community strengthening. Becoming a social space including 1) farming
and organic farming areas, 2) leadership development areas, 3) spirituality areas,
4) coexistence areas, 5) sharing areas, 6) moral promotion areas, 7) social activities
area and 8) Space of self-reliance. These things lead to a strong community through
a process of strengthening the community including 1) Preparing people 2) Setting

goals 3) Implementing activities 4) Expand cooperation networks In addition, there is
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community empowerment, namely 1) promoting integration, 2) promoting networks

to work together, 3) promoting network expansion.
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Use of local wisdom through farming culture in the
multicultural society area: A case study of Phra

Archan Phatra Ariyo Learning Center,
Na Thawi District, Songkhla Province

Pirunya Nawatong!, Rewadee Ungpho?

1Prince of Songkla University, Thailand

Abstract

This research applied a qualitative research aiming to study the local wisdom through
farming culture in the multicultural society area in a case study of Phra Achan Phatra Ariyo
Learning Center, Na Thawi District, Songkhla Province. Data were collected by means of
in-depth interview, focus group discussion, and participatory/non-participatory
observation, in combination with the study of relevant documents and research. Key
informants were religious leaders, village headmen, villagers, members of Na Mo Si
Subdistrict Administrative Organization, and other involved people. A content analysis was
performed with the acquired data, and a report was written in analytical description.
Results showed that Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center is a center area for
operating cultural activities with a restoration of traditional farming methods to the
locality. The local wisdom can be classified into 3 categories namely: 1) Beliefs and
religions: The Muslims believe that God will inspire good things, and the Buddhists believe
in making offerings ritual; 2) Traditions and rituals: These include the traditions of Rub-
Tiam-Da (Welcoming God), kite flying contests, and charity offer; and 3) Folk handicrafts:
Farming wickerwork are produced including such as Muakpeaw (wide brim hat), Samuk
(box with lid), Kracher (wide-mouth bucket), Kradong (flat large basket), Juey (flat small
basket), and Suea (mat).

Keywords: Local Wisdom, Farming Culture, Multicultural Society Area, Phra Achan
Phatra Ariyo Learning Center

1. Introduction

Southern Thailand is home to a variety of cultures and traditions, with its social
conditions reflecting people’s way of life especially in those southern border provinces

3060f317|Page
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which include Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat, and four districts in Songkhla. They have distinctive
characteristics and uniqueness in terms of religion, language and culture that differ from
those in other regions of the country. The majority or 80 % of the population in the area are
Muslims and speak Malay, so the Thai Malays have lived together with the southern Thai
people. The society in the southern border provinces is thus so distinctive in that its way of
life is based on religious beliefs, traditions and culture[1]. As a result, the people’ coexistence
in the southern region is culturally diverse, as Buddhists and Muslims are able to live
together peacefully with self-adjustment, acceptance, and culture assimilation that lead to
the establishment of new culture as a specific culture of the area for the people to live
together peacefully. This type of area was called a multicultural society [2].

Coexistence in a multicultural society required a common way of living in the midst of
cultural diversity to allow for living together with collective adaptation of own cultures for
coexistence in equality, equity, and understanding of cultural roots of one another so that
controversies are minimized. The common goal is peaceful living in a manifested
community’s culture that is unique and practiced specifically within the community [1].

The community’s culture in a multicultural society area has led to a way of practice and living
based on the ideas, beliefs, abilities, and experiences that are accumulated as a result of self-
adaptation to assimilate with the environment. It is the rise of local wisdom or folk wisdom
along with the learning from way of life and livelihoods such as farming, fishing, growing
plants, raising animals, weaving clothes and mats, weaving tools and utensils, treatment with
herbs, etc. These are all the villagers’ fundamental body of knowledge that has been passed
on from generation to generation since the ancestor times [3]. Farming is therefore one of
the wisdoms as a knowledge that has been practiced, carried on, and preserved all along as
a way of life of the southern people that is harmonized with farming since the former time
as the southern region condition is a flat area suitable for agriculture or farming. Farming
begins from soil preparation to the harvest which takes a lot of many steps and methods
depending on the suitability of conditions of different areas as well as groups of people with
different beliefs or practices. Thai Buddhists and Thai Muslims for example, have their
farming culture in either similar or different parts [4].

Farming brings the connection of cultural diversity. For multicultural society area, farming
can be used as a space to conduct cultural activities through sharing their own local wisdom
in collective practice as an integration, adjustment, or assimilation of culture. In this way, the
multicultural society will develop a distinctive farming culture.

Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center is located in Na Thawi district as one among the 4
areas in Songkhla, a southern border province. This area is a multicultural society with 30 %
Thai Buddhists and 70 % Thai Muslims. The area context is farming since the old days with
previously more than 10,000 rai of farmland. However, with economic conditions during the
past decade and a high price of rubber, those engaged in paddy farming had shifted to grow
rubber with some of the remaining paddy fields abandoned and turn into swamp lands. Phra
Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center was established with an aim to provide a center area to
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restore traditional paddy farming under the context of a multicultural society that remains
those culture and wisdom in way of life and farming of the past.

This study on the use of local wisdom through farming culture in a multicultural society area
in a case study of Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center, Na Thawi district of Songkhla
province will offer a body of knowledge on the use of traditional local wisdom through
farming as a culture that connects the Buddhists and Muslims and fosters unity in a
multicultural society that conduces to wellbeing of people. The knowledge gained from this
research will contribute to the development of the area and serve to guide for other areas as
well.

2 Objective

To investigate the use of local wisdom through farming culture in a multicultural
society area in a case study of Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center, Na Thawi district
of Songkhla province.

3. Methodology

The present research applied a qualitative research approach using data collection
techniques of in-depth interviews, focus group discussion, and participatory/non-
participatory observations in the study area in a case study of Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo
Learning Center, Na Thawi district, Songkhla province. The researcher determined the
research procedures based on the objective which included 2 steps, namely: 1) Selecting
community and entering community, and 2) Carrying out the research. Key informants
comprised religious leaders, village headmen, villagers, members of Na Mo Si Sub-district
Administrative Organization, and other involved individuals.

4. Results

This study on the use of local wisdom through farming culture in a multicultural
society area in a case study of Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center, Na Thawi district
of Songkhla province suggested results on the following 2 issues: the wisdom of farming
culture in a multicultural society area of Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center; and the
knowledge and wisdom in living through farming culture as described below.

Wisdom of farming culture in a multicultural society area of Phra Arjarn Phatra
Ariyo Learning Center

Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center is located at Moo 3, Baan Tunglaeklang, Na Mor Si
sub-district, Na Thawi district, Songkhla province. It was founded in 2018 with the purpose
to continue the tradition, culture, wisdom, and traditional way of life of villagers in a
multicultural society. It follows the desire of Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo to draw the attention
of people to remain living their traditional lives. The traditional way to do farming is divided
into 3 periods which are the farming way in the past, the farming way in the current locality,
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and Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center toward restoration of traditional farming way,
as elaborated in the followings.

The farming way in the past

Farming in the past is a traditional way of farming culture of locality that has existed since
the ancestral era, which formerly used cattle for plowing. In-season transplanting method
was mostly employed in relation to water conditions and seasons of the southern region. The
rice grown in the past was native varieties including such as Lukedam, Lebnok, Chorking,
and Chorlung. The local specific rice was Khuen Din as a native rice variety that goes along
with local topography, which is strong and resistant to climate.

“...Formerly, cows and buffaloes were used for plowing starting with
the first rough plough and leaving the grass to die and rot, then furrow
plough and after that transplanting...”

(Somdej Wang-Aae, interview on 2 July 2019)

In the former times, farming used tools including wooden plough handle, yoke, and plough
head. Farming relied on the conditions of certain season. In the rainy season, farming started
from May. Rice cultivation in the past began with soil preparation, rough plough, furrow
plough, and harrowing using cattle force. Before plowing, it was necessary to wait for the soil
to have enough moisture allowing for plowing by usually waiting for the rainfall until the
water was logged or flew into the rice field to wet the soil. This can be done in parallel with
seedling.

*...Thai Buddhists will observe the auspicious time and day for the first
day of transplantation. Once having the date, 9 hills of seedlings will be
first transplanted and later on the normal transplanting can follow as
the auspicious time had already been taken. After that, we joined hands
to the houses where they do farming. Kwan Khao ritual (calling of good
spirit of the Rice Goddess) will be undertaken by inviting a shaman to
perform giving respect to the Rice Goddess to inspire great rice yields
with big grains and beautiful ears. When it comes to mature age we
shared labor to harvest. The first harvest will set on a good day and this
first batch of harvest will be brought back home and placed somewhere
high and will not be eaten...”

(Thong Sungthong, interview on 9 January 2020)

Before transplanting, Buddhists will perform a religious ritual that is the first transplanting
ritual. Transplanting involves "Sawmue" (Joining hands in transplanting by not too many
people who all have their paddy field). At booting and tillering stages, Kwan Khao ritual will
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be performed. At mature stage of harvest age, it is the time to ask for a favor (a sort of Long
Kaek or sharing labors under specific condition that the favor must be asked in person by
the one who asks) and Long Kaek or sharing labors (helping one another with harvesting by
many people who engaged or do not engaged in farming). The harvesting method is to use
Krae (rice reaping tool) to cut each ear one by one and tie them together in batch, then carry
them over to store in the barn. The first batch of harvested rice will be put in Samuk (a
container woven with pandan leafs) which is wrapped in a piece of cloth, then brought back
home and placed somewhere high in the barn.

“...In the former times, rice obtained from the farm will be partly
distributed, mostly given to the teachers so they can cook for children.
We spent the evening time to help with threshing rice for giving away
by having each house taking turn each day until finishing every house.
It is then the time people came to fly kites in the paddy field at
harvest...”

(Jeh Soh Denho, interview on 9 January 2020)

People in the community were asked for their favor again after the harvest to help with
threshing rice starting around evening time and every of them were treated with desserts by
the host. In each day, each house will take turn until finishing every of them. Buddhists and
Muslims shared the same way of practice after the harvest in that the harvested rice will be
donated to the disadvantaged or the poor, and partly given to teachers and hospital.
Formerly rice milling was done by people themselves which was a folk wisdom that has long
been passed on. It starts with threshing rice, then pounding grains in a mortar, and husking
rice to get white rice. The paddy fields after the harvest were then available and used for
flying kite, and April will be the month to perform an annual ritual of Rub-Tiam-Da
(Welcoming God).

The farming way of current locality

During the past 10-20 years, the economic conditions and high price of rubber coupled with
the entering of rubber factories causing waste water drainage into some areas of the
community, including higher cost of farming have all become the factors that lead to the
transform of paddy fields into rubber plantations. Some of unused paddy fields had been
abandoned for over 20 years and turned into swamps up until today. Most of the people in
the area have been accordingly engaged in rubber plantations, fruit orchards, and general
employment, while some seek for jobs outside the community, and a few remain doing
farming at present (1997-2017).

“..When factories came in, they released wastewater. People all need to
stop farming and can’t do farming because of some substances in the
water that cause skin rash, so they gave up farming. At that time,
rubber is at a good price so everyone turned to growing rubber. Those
having small land grew rubber in the field, while those having plenty of
land grow rubber upland and highland in combination with growing
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fruits while abandoning paddy field for so long that they turned into
swamps as in today...”
(Jurirat Singhaard, interview on 10 February 2019)

Farming today does not rely on seasons to start farming just like in the past because of the
current unseasonal rain. Farming begins in September which is more delay than in the past.
It is done by seedling first and later plowing the land using a tractor for convenience and
speed. After that, rice sprouts will be drawn and tied together in bundles and people share
their labors in transplanting them. Once the transplantation finished, it is the time to wait for
the rice to boot and for the harvest season that uses hired harvesting tractors. (the current
way of farming before the establishment of Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center).

Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center toward traditional way of farming

Restoration of farming way focuses on bringing back the farming process of the past at most.
This traditional way of farming that can be restored in the area include soil preparation by
plowing land right after the harvest, plowing to crush paddy stubble for fertilizer sowing to
prepare seedlings for transplantation using Kuen Din as a native rice variety remaining in
current use, and asking for a favor or sharing labors in transplanting/harvesting. The
Buddhists performed the first transplanting ritual and the first harvest ritual while the
Muslims performed a request from God, and both shares a common ritual of calling of good
spirit of the Rice Goddess. There are things needed to be changed to follow the local context
since raising cattle are no longer there now and as a result plowing the land needs to rely on
tractors.

“...In restoring the traditional way of farming, we tried to retrieve as
much as possible. The farming steps are mostly restored as in the past.
In the farming steps and tools used, the only change is to use tractor
because no one raised cattle any more. For the rice grown, we tried to
preserve native rice varieties, and importantly we do bio-farming
without using chemicals...”
(Somdej Wang-Aae, interview on 22 July 2019)

... The society has changed a lot from before. We tried to revive the
way of life in the past like we brought food carrier to lunch together in
the field, we share whatever food we have. The one who asked for our
favor prepared water and desserts to treat others. We take turns. Once
the harvesting finished, the kite flying contest follows in the field...”
(Phra Archarn Patra Ariyo, interview on 4 November 2019)

To restore traditional way of farming, efforts have been put to return the way of life in the
past at most. Both the Buddhists and Muslims joined the lunch by bringing food carrier and
sharing food, while the farm owner treated everyone desserts and asked for help by taking
turns among houses. After the harvest season, there will be an event of kite flying contest
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among those in the paddy field which was attended by people of the 2 religions in the

community.

It can be observed that the wisdom of farming culture in a multicultural society of Phra
Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center is appeared in 3 periods of farming way. They are the
farming way in the past, the farming way of current locality, and Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo
Learning Center toward traditional way of farming, as outlined in the table of summary

content follows.

Wisdom of farming culture in the area of Baan Tunglae,
Na Mo Si sub-district

Farming in the past Farming at Restoration of farming in
(before 1997) present the area of the learning
(1997 - 2017) center
(2018 - present)
Plowing | Cow/Buffalo Tractor Tractor
Khumchang/Lukedum/ | Lebnok/Chorking/ | Lebnok/Chorking/Chorlung/
Rice Lukedaeng/Lujekuey/ | Chorlung/Hom Kuendin/Rachini
L Yodmuang/Lebnok/ Kaset Gor Kor43/
varieties
Chorking/Chorlung/ Kuendin/ Rachini
Kuendin
Type of | Transplantation/In- Transplantation/In | Transplantation/In-season
farming | season farming -season farming farming
Mature Chemicals Organic (compost/bio
Fertilizer | (manure/weeds) fermented juice/
manure/weeds)
Rub-Tiam-Da/Flying Rub-Tiam-Da/ Rub-Tiam-Da/Flying kite/
kite/ Charity offers Firsttransplanting/
. Lasung/Longkaek/ Longkaek/
Tradition/ | _ . . .
. First transplanting/ First harvesting/
Ritual : . .
First havesting/ Kwan Khao/Charity offers
Kwan Khao/Charity
offers
Harvesting | Krae (rice reaping tool) | Tractor Krae
S— Plough handle/Yoke/ Kradong/Kradung/ | Muak Piew/Kradong/
i Plough head/ Kracher/Mat Kradung/Kracher/Samuk/
utensils of Mat
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local Muakpeaw (wide brim
wisdom/ | hat)/
Wickerwor | Carrying

k pole/Kradong/
Kradung/ Kracher/ Sam
uk/
Mat/ Rice pounding
mortar/
Hand husking mortar
Abandoned/Plowing to | Abandoned Plowing to crush stubbles
crush stubbles to for fertilizer/ Holding an
Land after . .
prepare land for event of kite flying
the harvest )
growing rice next year contest/ Preparing land for
growing rice next year
People love/become Living separate life | People love/become
closely acquainted/ closely acquainted/
Interaction | considerate/interdepe considerate/interdependen
ndent t/
having unity

Knowledge and wisdom in living through farming culture

The researcher investigated the local wisdom through farming culture by categorizing
wisdoms according to Wanida Nakisang[3]. The 3 categories of wisdom applied in this
research context were detailed as follows.

1. Local wisdom related to beliefs and religions Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center
represents religious diversity including Buddhism and Islam. As they differ in the
foundations of beliefs, their wisdoms thus differ in characteristics. The local wisdom mainly
based on Buddhism'’s beliefs helps create the society by means of blending such beliefs with
traditional beliefs to bring about distinctiveness of individual locality. This will combines
with Islam’s beliefs in God. For example, paddy farming this year had faced with an outbreak
of pests (golden apple snails) but there were Asian openbill birds came from nowhere to eat
these snails and hence caused no damage to the paddy. The Muslim farmers believed that
God sent those birds to help them, while the Buddhists believed that if the low rice yield was
gained in certain year, it is necessary to perform an offering ritual to ask for helping increase
rice yields in the following year.
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2. Local wisdom related to traditions and rituals through farming culture Villagers who join
the farming with Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center adopted and chose some of the
culture and traditions as existed in the past that can be used in corresponding to the current
environmental situation. They are traditions that can be performed either collectively or
separately by Buddhists and Muslims, whereas rituals are performed only by Buddhists.
Traditions and rituals that are revived include the followings.

2.1 The tradition of Rub-Tiam-Da or Welcoming God is a tradition of people in the area of
agricultural engagement. It originated from the belief and faith that has long been existed
since the time of ancestor. The villagers believed that there is a guardian angel in the village
to protect villagers to live in peace and happiness and earn a living at ease. This guardian
angel will leave on the Thai New Year’s day (13 April) and the new guardian angel will
replace and continue protecting villagers. The villagers thus perform the welcome-bid
farewell ritual for God as it is called the tradition of "Rub-Tiam-Da" to express their gratitude
to the guardian angels and to bless the village. They believe that those households and
families that attended the Rub-Tiam-Da ritual will be blessed with peace and happiness of
family members.

2.2 Traditional kite flying contest The event takes place after the harvest season during the
month of April by using the harvested paddy field as a venue. Flying kite is usually played in
the farm land since the former time as a folk play that costs less and is easy to play. It is the
folk wisdom that a variety of kite is invented. Today, the tradition of flying kite contest is
intended to preserve those artisans in making kites which are rare as time pasts. The event
enhances good relationship among Buddhists and Muslims, and allows for making use of
leisure, and also embeds the youth’ awareness of local wisdom. People in the community
play kites for fun during the harvest season, and the kites that are popular include such as
Wongduen Kite, buffalo kite, bird kite, etc.

2.3 Charity offers This tradition was applied to farming and it is called Sakad by the Muslims.
It is an agreement that for any 1,000 bundles of rice, 100 bundles will be drawn out under
the 10% rule and will be given to the disadvantaged or teachers who teach children or the
poor. People will get together in rice threshing at the houses that do paddy farming in
rotation until finishing every house. Rice threshing starts in the late evening and the host will
prepare meal and desserts to treat those who work together to thresh rice including men
and women, small and grown children, adults and elders. Formerly, as rice threshing goes on
at night, lamps were lighted all the time until the work was done. For Buddhists, the rice
yields obtained from farming under Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center will be
distributed partly to the poor or the disadvantages, and mostly given to hospital.

3. Local wisdom related to native inventions and handicrafts, tools or utensils originated from
local wisdom. In the old days, people were unable to go out for outdoor activities in the rainy
season so they spent time to invent tools or equipment needed to use in daily life which is
mostly the wickerwork necessary for doing farming. They used wood to make yoke and
plough handle for plowing, and Krae for rice reaping. They made Muakpeaw (wide brim hat)
to wear at work in transplantating and harvesting, tools for rice hulling such as grain
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pounding mortar, and grain husking mortar. They also weaved Samuk, Kracher, Kradong,
Juey, and Suea. Mostly, they used materials locally available to make wickerwork such as
bamboo, pandan leafs, Yan Lipao, and rattan. Rice carrying pole was made in a way that
makes sound during the walk so that it will not hurt shoulders. Nowadays, there are only few
people who can make such wickerwork.

The above information suggests that the community’s way of life through farming culture
under the activities operated by Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo involved the use of different
categories of wisdom currently remain in the area. They are the local wisdoms related to
beliefs and religions, traditions and rituals, and folk inventions and handcrafts that
harmonize with the farming way.

5. Discussion

The study in the use of local wisdom through farming culture in a multicultural
society area in a case study of Phra Arjarn Patra Ariyo Learning Center provides the results
which are discussed next.

The multicultural area in Na Mo Si sub-district demonstrates a co-existence of Buddhists and
Muslims with cultural activities undertaken through farming culture, using the venue of Phra
Arjarn Patra Ariyo Learning Center that was established for carrying on the traditions,
culture, wisdoms, and traditional way of life of villagers. Doing farming in this multicultural
society adopted the local wisdom of the farming way in the past that allowed for co-existence
of the Buddhists and Muslims, used both animal and human labors to do farming in
combination with religious beliefs and ritual performance. The current way of farming is
more convenient than the past that used cattle to plough the field. The development of iron
cultivator pulled by human to the use of tractor made certain steps of plowing disappear.
Today, technology offers increased convenience and reduced time by shorten certain steps.
It is consistent with the work of [5] on the existence of Thai farmers: a case study of farmers
in Lopburi province. The study found that the existence of Thai farmers in Lopburi relied on
modern agricultural technology that helped them work more convenientand faster however
resulted in less interaction among farmers and caused a distance from one another. It also
conforms to the work of [5]on a study of changes in ways of rice farming as performed by
farmers in Ranot district, Songkhla province, from the beginning of the first National
Economic and Social ,Development Plan (1961 - 2002). It revealed that engagement in
farming effected on society and culture, for example, a decline in relationship within a family
and community due to the use of technology in farming. On the contrary, the traditional way
of farming in the past created unity among community people in either individual group or
plural society. It is therefore necessary to restore such traditional way for people to carry on
by means of adopting the knowledge and wisdom in way of life through farming culture. The
work of [3]provided 10 categories of wisdoms in which 3 of them were applied to suit the
context of the current study on the use of local wisdom through farming culture in a
multicultural society area in a case study of Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center. They
are the local wisdom related to 1) beliefs and religions as in the belief that God will inspire

3150f317|Page

139



PROCEEDINGS OF THE 12TH ICHISS 2020, EISBN NO.:

good things or the belief in performing offering ritual; 2) traditions and rituals which include
Rub-Tiam-Da, kite flying contest, and charity offers; and 3) folk handcrafts and inventions of
wickerwork needed for farming, which are compatible with farming culture.

6. Conclusions and Recommendations

Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center was founded with an aim to restore
traditional way of local farming in the area of multicultural society. It becomes the center to
implement cultural activities through farming culture and to build unity among people in
this multicultural society where traditional farming way was revived. A comparison was
made through a study of Wanida Nakisang (2016) that included 10 categories of wisdoms in
which 3 of them were applied to suit the activities implemented through farming culture of
the multicultural society. The 3 types of local wisdom are 1) local wisdom related to beliefs
and religions; 2) local wisdom related to traditions and rituals; and 3) local wisdom related
to folk inventions and handcrafts. It should promote the learning process on the use of local
wisdom through collective farming culture in the area of multicultural society so as to
restore other types of wisdom. It should promote the knowledge management on the use of
local wisdom through farming culture in a multicultural society area in a case study of Phra
Arjarn Phatra Ariyo Learning Center so as to provide a database on the implementation of
activities to promote or preserve existing wisdom and restore those wisdoms previously
existed in the past.
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ABSTRACT

This research of qualitative approach had 2 objectives namely: 1) to explore the farming
culture in a multicultural society area; and 2) to investigate the strengthening of community in a
multicultural society area through farming culture in a case study of Phra Arjarn Phatra Ariyo
Learning Center, Na Thawi District, Songkhla province. Results revealed that in Phra Arjarn Phatra
Ariyo Learning Center, there are Thai Buddhists farming culture, Thai Muslim farming culture, and
farming co-culture. The Center serves as a core area for operating activities through the farming
cultures of people residing in a multicultural society area that contains community body of
knowledge, community organizations, and learning platform. It has become a social area as 1) an
area for farming and organic agricultural; 2) an area for leadership development; 3) an area for
spirituality; 4) an area for co-existence; 5) an area for sharing; 6) area for morality promotion; 7) an
area for social activities; and 8) an area for self-reliance. It brought about a strengthened community
through the process of strengthening community which involved 1) human preparation; 2) goals
setting; 3) implementation of activities; and 4) expansion of collaborative networks. In addition, the
community was empowered by 1) promoting aggregation; 2) promoting collaborating network; and
3) promoting extended networks.
Keywords: Community strength enhancement, multicultural society, Pat Ariyo Priest Learning

Center
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