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ABSTRACT

This research is a qualitative research. The objective of this research
was to study the role of beliefs and rituals about the city pillar shrine of Nakhon Si
Thammarat towards believers. The data was collected by using synthesis from
documents, online media, participatory observation and non-participatory
observation in rituals and interviews from informants who are believers from 3
groups consisting of politicians, merchants or businessmen and the general public,
including those involved in organizing the ceremonial rituals of the city pillar shrine
of Nakhon Si Thammarat with structured questions and open-ended questions.

The results of the research showed that the beliefs and rituals about
the city pillar shrine of Nakhon Si Thammarat has four roles for believers which are
1.the role in responding to the psychological needs of believers, 2.the role of
creating common sense among believers, 3.the role of religion that is to hold the
mind and create a sanctuary for believers, and 4.role in economic development of
Nakhon Si Thammarat province. In addition, the ritual also plays a role in establishing
the identity of Nakhon Si Thammarat province. beliefs and rituals about the city pillar
shrine of Nakhon Si Thammarat meet the needs of believers in basic, psychological
and social needs.

Keywords: Belief, Ritual, City Pillar Shrine, Nakhon Si Thammarat
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to study the elements and roles of the ritual
ceremony of Nakhon Si Thammarat City Pillar Shrine for ritual participants and Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province by using in-depth interviews and informal interviews consisting of
structured questions and open-ended questions. Present the results of the research by
descriptive analysis method.

It was found that the Ritual Ceremony of Nakhon Si Thammarat City Pillar Shrine
consists of main rituals and sub-ritual. The main ritual include sacrificial ceremony and
the sub-rituals, including the summon ceremony of Jatukhamramathep, Buddhist
ceremony, Rahu worship ceremony, Aarti ceremony, and overturn ceremony.
The elements in the ritual include leader in the ceremony, ritual participant, location,
and element in the ceremony. The elements in the main rituals and sub-rituals are
symbols used in the connection between people and supernatural powers, people and
nature, and people and people.

In addition, the ritual ceremony of Nakhon Si Thammarat City Pillar Shrine reflects
the roles, duties of the ritual for ritual participants and Nakhon Si Thammarat Province 5
point including (1) roles in responding to psychological needs for ritual participants; (2)
roles in creating feelings of ritual participants; (3) roles in fostering morality and creating
norms for ritual participants (4) role in creating identity for Nakhon Si Thammarat; and (5)
role in economic development for Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. These roles not only
meet the basic needs of ritual participants but also helps to build strength and cultural
stability for Nakhon Si Thammarat as well.

Keywords: City Pillar Shrine, ritual, Nakhon Si Thammarat
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Abstract

The objective of this article was to study the role of beliefs about the city pillar shrine of
Nakhon Si Thammarat to 3 groups of believers who are politicians, merchants or businessmen, and
the general public. The data was collected by using an in-depth and informal interviews. The data
was collected and analyzed using Functionalism theory. The results of the research were presented

by descriptive analysis method.
The results of the study showed that the beliefs about the city pillar shrine of Nakhon Si
Thammarat play a role in three groups of believers who are national and local politicians, merchants

or businessmen, both nationally and locally, including the general public in 4 aspects which are 1.
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the role in responding to the psychological needs of the believers, 2. the role of creating common
sense among believers, 3. the role in cultivating morals and building yardstick for the believers, and
4. the role of economic development in Nakhon Si Thammarat province. The role of these 4 beliefs

responds to the needs of believers who have different problems and needs.

Keywords: beliefs, City Pillar Shrine, Nakhon Si Thammarat
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