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Abstract

The research is aimed to study (1) the personal and economic of rubber farmers in Sumnakteaw
sub-district, Sadao district, Songkhla province (2) patterns of production and distribution of fresh latex (3)
Marketing mix factors affecting the decision making on fresh latex trading sources of the rubber farmers
towards the village middlemen and (4) problems of farmer’s fresh latex distribution. The primary data
were collected via the structured questionnaire to achieve 400 rubber farmers in Sumnakteaw sub-district,
Sadao district, Songkhla province. The rubber farmers are defined as the ones who have sold fresh latex to
village middlemen. The data are analyzed by the descriptive statistics Chi-square test and Logistic
Regression test. The results are summarized as details.

Most of rubber farmers are female, 20-40 years old and mostly graduated in primary school. The
average household workforce is 3 persons per family. The average income from rubber plantation is less
than 10,000 baths per month. The tapped quantity is about 50-100 kilograms a day. Most of the farmers
achieve 31%-35% dry rubber content (DRC). The ratio of benefit sharing is 60:40. The outputs are sold to
the middlemen because the location is nearby their rubber plantations. With Chi-square testing, the result
shows that the educations, household workforce, income from rubber plantation, tapped quantity, dry
rubber content, ratio of benefits sharing and the reason that rubber farmers sell their products to the
middleman are related to the decision making on daily fresh latex trading sources to village middlemen
(Delivery terms and times). Also the educations, income from rubber plantation and tapped quantity are
related to the decision making on daily fresh latex trading sources to village middlemen (Supplier choice)
and related to the decision making on fresh latex trading to village middlemen (Order quantities).

The marketing mix factors which highly influence on the rubber farmers' decision are product and
place. With Logistic Regression testing, the result shows that product factor and place factor are related to
the decision making on fresh latex trading sources to village middlemen (Supplier choice). For product
factor, the chance of fresh latex trading to village middlemen (Supplier choice) will be decreased 60
percentages. For place factor, the chance of fresh latex trading to village middlemen (Supplier choice) will

be increased 2 times. Moreover, with Logistic Regression testing, shows that place factor is related to the



()

decision making on daily fresh latex trading to village middlemen (Delivery terms and times). The chance

of daily fresh latex trading to village middlemen (Delivery terms and times) will be increased 2.5 times.
The problems which most raise by farmers are procedure and accuracy of percentage calculation

of dry rubber content (DRC), because the measuring procedure is only implemented by the buyers, which

may lead to injustice.
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