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ADJUSTMENT OF RURAL COMMUNITY WITHIN
SONGKHLA LAKE BASIN IN RESPONSE TO
CITIANGLES IN PRODUCTION PATTERN

ABSTRACT
Rapespun Suwannatachote Somporn Fuangchan

The objectives of this study were to study the socio-economic and
cultural settings, changes in land use pattern, changes of production
pattern from paddy rice farming to prawn farming, as well as to
assess the impacts of tiger prawn farming upon socio-economic and
cultural settings of the local communities in Amphoe Ranot and
Amphoe Singha Nakon, Changwat Songkhla. The sample popula-
tion employed in this sutdy includes 249 tiger prawn farmers who
reside in the prawn farms-densed area: 237 from Tambons Klong
Daen, Thabon and Rawa in Amphoe Ranot; and 12 from Tambons
Tamnob and Sathing Moh in Amphoe Singha Nakon. The prawn
farmers within these area can be divided into three categories: (1)
farm workers; (2) individual farm owner, generally small-scale
farmers; and (3) contract farmers generally associated with large
cooperates.

The study involved documentary search, questionnaires interview
employing questionnaires designed by the researchers, and a quali-
tative analysis. The latter included focal group discussion and direct
observation. Data were analyzed by a computer and the results were
presented as percentages and Chisquares. I'ocal group data were also
analyzed.

The study revealed that most population in both Amphoes were
agriculturists (paddy rice farmers). There was a tendency that
families increasingly turmed towards nuclear families. Family size
in Amphoe Ranot averaged around 5.9; in Amphoe Singha Nakon,
6.8. Most people were Buddhists. Relations between inhabitants
were of primary type.
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In recent years, it was noted that more and more lands have been
converted to prawn farms. In Amphoe Ranot, prawn farm area
increased from 8,695 rais (1,390 hectares) in 1990 to 13,376 rais
(2,140 hectares) in 1991; in Amphoe Singha Nakon, 429 rais (69
hectares) in 1992 to 629 rais (101 hectares) in 1993. It was found
from the interview that, on the average, prawn farm owners owned
two ponds, whose sizes averaged 2.7 rais (0.43 hectares). Thus,
the average prawn farm owners earned a (gross) revenue of
353,750 - 466,950; and made profit of 53,750 - 166,950 Baht per
rai per crop. A typical farm worker earned a monthly income of
approximately 3,700 Baht.

The study showed that most prawn farmers were local residents.
Most common reason for turning from original occupation to prawn
farming was to eam higher income, which in turn improved quality
of life and consequently enable them to fulfil their, and their family
members’, satisfaction and needs. Itwas noted thatsimple life-styles
were disappearing from the area. Prawn farming has prevented the
farmers from enjoying their leisure time with their families. Primary
relationship within the communities have noticeably faded out; more
and more secondary relationship was observed.

Most questionnaire respondents contended that successful prawn
farmers must bc knowledgeable in prawn farming techniques.
Nevertheless, there was no guarantee that one who chose to be prawn
farmers would always be better off. '

Regarding the right to use natural resources, the questionnaire
respondents contended that the sea was the common property, hence
one could pump water for his/her uses at his/her discretion. Most
respondents were not aware that messingup the beaches—-by laying
pipes, digging ponds and piling pond sediment on the beaches —
would affect the beauty of the beaches. Although all of them agreed
that discharging prawn farm wastewater into canals would affect the
water users, such practices have been observed. Most of them,
however, contended that discharging untreated prawn fann waste walter
into the sea would not deteriorate seawater quality.



(6)

All questionnaire respondents agreed that prawn farming yielded
better income, as compared with rice farming. However, prawn
farming demanded much more time and care than most other
businesses; hence having less time for pleasure and community
involvement.

Prawn farming accelerated uses of land and water resources, as well
as raising land price. Quality of both fresh water and seawater
continually deteriorates, since water resource has been used without
suitable and sufficient care. Besides, most farmers were not aware
of the need for environmental conservation; neither do they appreci-
ate the beauty of the natural resources. Thus, deterioration of natural
resources were not badly felt. Public environmental awareness
campaign, as well as other proper remedial measures, is necessary
and urgent before our mother nature 1s destroyed to the point of no
returmn.
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