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PRELIMINARY STUDIES ON LIFE HISTORY OF PLAKOTKAO

MYSTUS NEMURUS C.&V. IN THE INNER LAKE OF SONGKHLA
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Summary
Pla Kot Kao (Mystus nemurus. C. & V.) is the largest local mystid cat-

fish found generally in the inner part of Songkhla Lake. This species distributes

widely throughout Thailand. They are fresh-water fish, but can tolerate a reasonable
degree of salinity and thrives in brackish water. Thjs fish is scavenger tyde which
feeds on the bottom floor of the lake. The maximum size catched in the studies
area is 55 cm. in length. The mature fish reached 30 ¢m. in length. The spawning
period is during October to December. The fecundity is between 16,000-122,000 eggs

with the diameter of ripe eggs being 0.8-1.3 mm.
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