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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are: (1) to assess potentials of tourism sites in
Songkhla Lake Basin, with an emphasis on Talaesabsongkhla Non-hunting area, (2) to analyze
problems and issues and consequently set appropriate framework for sustainable tourism
development, and (3) to recommend guidelines for tourism administration and management
suitable for local condition.

Covering approximately 8,729 sq.km., Songkhla Lake Basin (SLB) lies in 3
provinces, Phattalung, Songkhla and Nakhon Si Thammarat. Rich in biodiversity and other
natural resources, SLB has long accommodated living as well as other economic activities for its
inhabitants. Besides, SLB is the land with long record of arts and culture, rich historic and
archeological remains, not to mention natural beauty. Such intrinsic characteristics suggest that,
given serious government support and promotion, SLB can be developed to be key tourism site.
Recent study showed that there are 79 natural tourism sites and 133 cultural tourism sites.

The researcher has developed an assessment checklist which is capable of assess
potentials of, as well as risks of possible impacts arisen from tourism activities at, the
Talaesabsongkhla Non-hunting area. The development process involved: (1) Acquiring
information from various sources including conducting a questionnaire survey of 200 sampled
tourists, as well as gathering information from communities and organizations within and outside
the study area (2) Analysis of information in order to design the assessment checklist. The
checklist was thereafter tested in a number of tourism sites in SLB, and subsequently improved

and refined.
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This final version of the checklist includes 3 components. First, indicators and
their weights as follows: six groups of 26 indicators for potential assessment comprising (a)
tourists’ attraction weighing 25%; (b) values and significance of tourism sites, 20%; (c)
management and administration, 20%; (d) promotion to be ecotourism resource, 15%; (e)
participation from communities and other organizations, 15%; and (f) accessibility and safety,
5%; and three groups of 15 indicators for risk assessment comprising (a) ecological and
environmental impacts weighing 55%; (b) fragility, 25%; and (c) impacts on local communities,
20%. Second, scope and guideline for scoring which was used in assessing tourism sites in SLB.
Third, criteria for ranking potentials and risks which classify tourism sites into 3 categories each,
namely, those with potentials > 60% are classified as high potential (principal tourism sites);
those with potentials 40-59%, moderate potential (secondary tourism sites), those with potentials
<40%, as low potential (local tourism sites). Likewise, those with risks >60% are classified as
high risk; those with risks 40-59%, moderate risk; those with risks <40%, low risk.

The improved version of the assessment checklist was then used to assess the
potentials and risks of Talaesabsongkhla Non-hunting area. The results revealed that its scores for
potentials are 16.83% for tourists’ attraction; 20% for values and significance of tourism sites;
13.67% for management and administration; 10.80% for promotion to be ecotourism resource;
11.25% for participation from communities and other organizations; and 3.67% for accessibility
and safety; making the total potential score of 76.22%, thus classified as high potential, and
labeled as a principal tourism site in SLB. Likewise, its scores for risks are 24.20% for ecological
and environmental impacts; 20% for fragility; and 9.33% for impacts on local communities,
making the total risk score of 53.53%, thus classified as moderate risk.

The researcher finally recommended ways to apply the result of the study. This was
done by applying this model to a number of tourism sites in SLB, thereafter displaying the results
in graphical form, using a GIS (Geographic Information System) format. This can thereafter be

used in spatial planning of management and administration of sustainable tourism.
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