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Thesis Title Learning Styles of Muslim Students with Different Mother Tongues

Author Ms. Missro Chuma
Major Program Teaching English as an International Language
Academic Year 2017

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate English learning styles and the relationship
between English proficiency and learning styles of Muslim students who had Malay as their mother
tongues (Malay-Muslim) and Muslim students who had Thai as their mother tongues (Thai-
Muslim) in private Islamic school of Hatyai, Songkhla province. The participants were 136
Mathayom 4 Thai-Muslim participants and 51 Malay-Muslim participants. They were divided into
high and low proficiency based on their Ordinary National Education Test (O-NET) scores in
English. The research instruments were (1) a questionnaire on six learning styles, namely auditory,
visual, tactile, kinesthetic, individual, and group and (2) Ordinary National Education Test (O-
NET) scores in English. Statistical descriptive analysis, t-test and Pearson’s correlation were
applied.

The findings were as follows: (1) the three most preferred learning styles
by the Thai-Muslim participants were kinesthetic, group, and auditory respectively while those of
the Malay-Muslim group were kinesthetic, group, and tactile respectively; and (2) both groups of
participants were significantly different in auditory and visual learning styles (p<.05). Additionally,
there was no significant relationship between the participants’ learning styles and their English
proficiency levels though a significantly negative correlation was found between English
proficiency and the low-proficiency Malay-Muslim participants’ learning styles in tactile,
kinesthetic, and auditory learning styles. The study suggested that the teachers in Islamic school
should employ different teaching techniques to teach their Muslim students who have different
mother tongues and low English proficiency.

Keywords: learning styles, Muslim students with Thai as their mother tongue, Muslim students

with Malay as their mother tongue, High and low English proficiency
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Learning Styles of Muslim Students with Different Mother Tongues
Abstract

This study aimed to investigate English learning styles of the upper secondary
Muslim students who have Malay and Thai as their mother tongues. The participants
included 136 participants who had Thai as their mother tongues and 51 participants who
had Malay as their mother tongues. The instrument included a set of questionnaires on
the subjects’ background information and learning styles which consisted of 6 categories
1) auditory 2) visual 3) tactile 4) kinesthetic 5) individual 6) group. Statistical descriptive
analysis and t-test were applied. The findings were as follows: 1) the most preferred
learning styles by the participants with Thai mother tongue were kinesthetic, group,
auditory and respectively, 2) the most preferred learning styles by the participants with
Malay mother tongue were kinesthetic, group, tactile and respectively and 3) both groups
of participants had similar learning styles of tactile, kinesthetic, individual, and group; the
different learning styles were auditory and visual styles. The study suggested that the
teachers in Islamic school should adapt the teaching styles to match with the learning
styles of both Thai and Malay participants.
Keywords: learning styles, Muslim students with Thai as their mother tongues, Muslim
students with Malay as their mother tongues, Islamic public school
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A

The Relationship between Learning Styles and Language Proficiency of Muslim Students
with Different Mother Tongues

This study aimed to investigate English learning styles and the relationship
between English proficiency and learning styles of the upper secondary Muslim students who had
Malay as their mother tongues (Malay-Muslim) and Muslim students who had Thai as their mother
tongues (Thai-Muslim). There were 136 participants who had Thai as their mother tongues and 51
participants who had Malay as their mother tongues. Participants were divided into high and low
achievement learners by using O-NET scores in English. O-NET scores in English and a set of
questionnaire on six learning styles, namely 1) auditory 2) visual 3) tactile 4) kinesthetic 5)
individual 6) group were employed as instruments in data collection. Statistical descriptive
analysis, t-test and Pearson’s correlation were applied. The findings were as follows: 1). There
was no significantly relationship between English proficiency and learning styles of Malay-
Muslim and Thai-Muslim students. 2) There was no significantly relationship between English
proficiency and learning styles of high and low Thai-Muslim students. 3) There was no
significantly relationship between English proficiency and learning styles of high Malay-Muslim
students. 4) There was a significant negative correlation was found between English proficiency
and the low-proficiency Malay-Muslim in tactile, kinesthetic, and auditory learning styles. It is
suggested that the teacher should use different teaching styles to suit with the low-proficiency
Malay-Muslim participants’ learning styles.

Keywords: learning styles, Muslim students with Thai as their mother tongues, Muslim students

with Malay as their mother tongues, High and low English achievers
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