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Factors influencing on selling fresh latex towards the cooperative: case study of Para rubber

cooperative in Sadao district, Songkhla province
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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study 1) personal factors of farmers joining the Para rubber
cooperative 2) factors influencing on selling fresh latex of the cooperative in Sadao district, Songkhla
province 3) problems and obstacles of farmer’s fresh latex distribution to the Para rubber cooperative.
Questionnaire is employed as a tool for data collection from farmers joining the Para rubber cooperative at
least 1 year, total samples are 87 persons. Statistic tool applying are simple statistic, (Percentage, Mean,
Standard Deviation) Chi-Square hypothesis test and Logistic Regression Analysis. The research findings
are as follows:

Mostly, the farmers are meal informants aged between 41 — 60 years old owning natural
farmland. For external factor analysis, two factors are socioeconomic factors and government policy

factor which highly influence on farmers to sell fresh latex to the cooperative. The farmers prioritize the



supporting from private sector through cooperative, helping farmers to understand the production
management (Rubber) and financial supporting. For internal marketing factor analysis, four factors are
product, price, place and promotion. The research result shows that all factors effect on farmers’ decision.
For product factor, farmers focus on reliability of cooperative. For price factor, farmers focus on marginal
marketing between the cooperative and middlemen. For place factor, farmers focus on cooperative’ s
location which is noticeable, well-known among farmers and easy to contact. For promotion factor,
farmers focus on widely broadcasting information about rubber to farmers.

With Chi-square testing, the result shows that age is related to the decision making on fresh latex
trading sources of the rubber farmers towards to the cooperative in everyday (delivery terms and times).
Also farmers’ farmland is related to daily withdrawal from cooperative (payment terms. Moreover, with
Logistic Regression Analysis testing, the result shows that all internal marketing factors (4Ps) are related
to the decision making on selling all fresh latex to the cooperative (order quantities). Conclude that if level
of internal marketing factor ( 4Ps) increases 1 point, the chance of trading with cooperative will be
decreased 93.1 percent.

The problems of trading fresh latex with cooperative can be classified into 4 types 1) cooperative
employees’ problem — focus on the way that cooperative employees service the farmers. 2) Financial
problem - focus on common welfare for member. 3) Process problem - focus on percentage calculation of
dry rubber content (DRC) and 4) Assistance problem - focus on allocating welfare follow by agreements

cooperative whenever members need it.
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