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Thesis Title Graduate Students’ Perceptions of Plagiarism in Academic

Writing and Strategies to Avoid Plagiarism

Author Miss Thewnapa Siriprom
Major Program Teaching English as an International Language
Academic Year 2015

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to explore perceptions of plagiarism and forms
of plagiarism and explore strategies to avoid plagiarism in academic writing of graduate
Humanities and Social Sciences students. The data collection tools were a questionnaire
about students’ perceptions of plagiarism in academic writing, a semi-structured interview
and think-aloud protocols that were employed to gather students’ writing strategies.
The participants in the first phase were two hundred and two graduate students who
studied in the faculties of Economic, Liberal Arts, Management Sciences and Nursing at
a university in Songkla. The participants in the second phase were five graduate students
who were writing research proposals. Additionally, they were willing to participate in the
study. The findings in the first phase revealed that most of graduate Humanities and Social
Sciences students understood the meaning of plagiarism and thought that plagiarism was
wrong. However, some students did not know that paraphrasing words with their own
words from other sources without references or in text citations was a form of plagiarism.
The findings in the second phase revealed that the most frequently used strategy in writing
was paraphrasing by the use of one’s own words and the use of others’ ideas with ethically
appropriate citations. However, some students adopted an unethical strategy by copying
some words without quotation marks and without appropriate citations. This study
suggests teachers explicitly teach students correct citations and ethical ways of writing

to avoid plagiarism in their academic papers.



naenssNUsznA

o

Inennusaiul d1galfifcamrneasiziainyananaiaviou gade
£ 4 . =y
7uUTeetngauazlasransure LNz AM i laniatifag
= rdl a a T V6 ¥ ¥ d’l
1029UANS AT. ANDA ASWEN 819N AN ENUS §liANNE Tuus
1% v b4 L84 % a Y 1 o
wuanelunisAuaindeya Tidelaueuusnieiiunisdiaszideyasia) lunismn

Ineunut peadonmae wazaaziianlunisasaaniuuazuilanngnieanienim

' %

fasaadien laldnnduneu ina e inusatiulanysol dudsnlisandinfuniseusud

a o

= L] = a o v [ o =2 v v v = =
NiszlamisanismauunANiaY 4519018918 Tun19AnEn LL@ZﬂizﬁluIVHQ@ﬂNﬂQ’\NLWEI?

NeedlunITNAnaNinusasail

a '8

29UBUADNS FOIANAAINANTE LRALIAT NUATA Uszs1uaauineinug uay

i
al

faaeA1ananansel ag. 1aaA1 LaIMITEIUWA NITNNIIARUINE NS NAuaaziaan

luntsmgaageudne inug uarduuzuuiAnlunisufiladeyaluanuidde sanisenanse

N ulunangnsAalAansuNTgn 41313310 saeun1 g miunimuIungI g

1
v 2 o

UUNINLNALAIUANUATUNST N1TAINE Lazilsetiuaalalun1AnELaznITnIaa

ParaUAMINANHITL ALY T NENANNAT MUY ANERTLAE
o -4 a o ] dl o o [ v a g ' a o o 4
FaanA1ans annanenaauvisrilaludandnasaan iugddouinluauidy auinli
=2 :; d”o < | [l a
nsenEAfeldFauetnem
a v 1 dy o o 1 dl [
1eveuAMinILAzNNTAN Hogilasnaaluariudiiaanann dailuy

o

atuayuniidminduarliinndslalunisdnsiaGau sanvivaereunmiidela

e3¢

1 1
= o oA

anngyAntiasluasauais JuiluazivauinAnsnsuuangnsdal Aansuu s

9

mm'ﬁmmimfaumm@”\iﬂqmﬂummmmmﬁ

NN ATWIUH



A58y
Wt
LUVARIEID ..ot e e e s e e ee e ee s e s ee s ee s een s en e en s ennennaneneae (5)
ABSTRACT ... eeeee e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeee s eeeseee e e e eeesseeeeeeeeeseeesseeeeeeeseeseee (6)
N ANTTNL TENVP ..ot (7
BVTUEY oo (8)
0 111 210 Lo L N SRR OURRR PSRRI (1)
FUMVTURUDE oottt (12)
FUENVTHAIVUTIRTNHI ..o ee e ee e es e (13)
FIANITHANUNITUTETHIT NG oot (14)
ANUTNUIRAABU LATULITIADIN ..o (15)
AUTMINFRABUTUNIFTUSETTNITINTTEALUIUITNG .o (16)
a
WHau
L VI oottt 1
2. FPQUITAIAVBINITIRE! oo 4
a o o s ¥ v o
UUATANALRNIZUAZIAANAITUNNTIEAT ..o, 5
YALURUBINVTVRE ..o 7
TEAILLIATANTIUNITIREL ..ottt 8
3 A BATINNTVREL 1ottt 8
3 U T TN oo 8
3.2 AANBIVBEIN L.t 8
3.2.1 NgNARAENTUIZIEN 1 NABUWLUABUDNN oooooeo e 8
3.2.2 nquenatngluszazy 2 Nneunuudunisaiuazufilaanume
% ac a al
FOTTNNTAADBNLAEI «..oveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et 9

A A aey a o A A ale & o
3.3 wireelan i lun193deuazirzeal o [ lun AL IINTBLA oo 9



331 LATRINAN M IUTERIET 1 oo 10

3.3.1.1 LULAALNNNEAINNTFUENAIA LN IARAR N WAL UNINITINT

a

LL@ZQﬁﬂW?L‘HEI%\?’]HLW’ﬂﬁ@ﬂL@ﬂﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂ@@'ﬂﬂ‘ﬂ@\iuﬂﬁﬂ‘i&f’]ﬁ‘:ﬁﬁﬂlﬁ‘ﬂgﬂ&lqiﬂ .10

3.3.2 LATBINATN METUTZEZN 2 oo, 10
3.3.2.1 1U5UNINAIIRAAUNITAAABN (TUFNItINY .o, 11
o a‘d“l = v
3.3.2.2 WLUUANAHINRTATIATN oo, 11
3.3.2.3 LULHnnszuunNNsIsAneanide (Think-aloud protocols)............. 11
34 FENATILIBR oo 13
X ‘s =
3.4.1 928 1 NSAUTRYATIUTHI oo 13
3.4.2 92829 2 MIAALEOYATEIADINN ooooovo 14
aal a Y
3.5 FENNTWATIZIUBER ..o 15
3.5.1 NMIIATITTTDYAANMBLLABLDIN oo 15
3.5.2 NTIATIETIMLU oot 15
3.5.3 M9IATEidayaa NNNIANNTHAINHTATIATIN oo 16
3.5.4 MiAziliayaa NN LULHNNITARABNIEALN. ......cccoovvv 16
A BANITTATVEVUBER ..o 18
4.1 14ANNINATIEITBIATUIZHEN Lo 18
4.2 HANNIIATIETIDURTUTEHEN 2. 27
4.2.1 san13aanziinnsAnaaniang l4iUsinsumagaunIsARRan ... 27
4.2.2 NANNTIATITATDLANINULLANANEND oo 28

4.2.3 HaN1TAIZFANNT N TZLAUNNTAABBNRZIN ..., 31



(10)

A5y (Fia)

Wt
=® a
5. ATUNANITANHAENITBALTIENG oo 37
5.1 AFUNANATANE ..o 37
5.2 AVTBAUTVRNA .o, 38
6. TRURIBIUY ..ottt 41
6.1 TRLAUDUUZAIMTUINNTANEI v 41
6.2 GRLAUBUUZAIMTUNNTARUATIFD LU ..o 41
LRMBITA IR ..ot e e e e e ee et eeee e 42
DV oottt 48
AVAKUIN (1) VATBIRBTREY ..ot 48
P L LBBLID TN ..o 49
o rd] = v
U, MU LANN B DINIRTAT TN oo 55
== a al
A. LULNNNTZUAUNITARBBANLRLIN ..o 56
1. mauansiszlaainanunisAnaanuaznisuiiladianana
dl =l dl o 1 % 1
WAUANLAENNNTAAABNTBINANAVBEINT oo 60
a. A3 uAnaLselaanAmanLNNIARaaNLATNT TN NASIEIINTINGNAIDENN ... 66
Q. FRE NUNANATHDINGNAVBEIN s 67
DVABUAN (2) LNADVHBREL ..o 69
a o acal = dl o = a = K
UNANINE 1 NADUANIAENNITAAADNINULALUNINITINIT: NTEUANEN
AN s AULEY o TN 12T TINITADUNNENBINE oo 70
UNAINNIRL 2 Thai Graduate Students’ Perceptions of Plagiarism in
ACAAEMIC WITHING ettt s 85

UFETREARIU ..ot 97



AT

10

11

918N19A1919
4
Wi
¥ al/ A
Ty AT IR PBUMLLABLIN NN coooooo oo 19
vy 14 vud o .
AN L BRI TSRO AUNIIARABN oo 20
T e = -
NN9FUTNETUNIIARAEN T NTLUNIRTINIT o 21
AYINDTBINOANITHNNTAARBNUBINGNAVBEN .o 22
aal A Ao 2 Y = =
NA3ENTHUNUNANEN 1T IUNNFTEBIUNITTINIT oo 23
aal dl a
NATENITABAAINNNGNATETITN .o 33
aa % a v tdl a
NATENIENBITBHANYNATETITN ..o 34
NAABNTLREUATANTNGNATUBITHN ..o 34
aal dlq a
NAENNTABAAMMNNEAGTUTITH ..o 35
X o v =
AAAPVNTUVANITANIB oo 36
AR N TAFUNIIUWATY oo 36



(12)

FIUNITUNUDH

WAUDH N

1 agldumnaunisliuuiinnszuounishnaani@as lun19ANHI9eEh 2., 12

2 LN M LN 3MTIRERUNITAARBA VAL oo 15

3 N0 I 1N 1990 AT AN A BUA VBRI oo 17

4 ANATLT U IUN1TA93 AR LN1TAARAN T RLUEWNNTNNNG o) 24
add‘ o a a a tdl 1 o 1 A U

5 NARBNYNUANAILSITNUATAANIUFITNANGNAIDLNUABN T .ooooooovo 31

v A

o ¥ dl Yo 14 14 Qddl
6 “’Q’]uqu‘ﬂ@ﬂQWNW1®?UﬂW?LLﬂ1°ﬂﬂ‘)ﬂﬂ@’)ﬁ‘l’]gﬂﬂ@ﬂ@?ﬂﬁ??ﬂ ..................................... 32



aaa

’i'lilﬂ'l‘iNﬂQ'IUVlaWNﬁ

Fi9unn FNWIUN WAZAND A AIWAN. (BETTNINNITNAITUNTBIENTIA

!

9

a

). NAITUANLALI

N19AAARNINULAUNITITINIT: NTMANEIWAAN L AUR Uy TN d1U1390

NNIRUNENEINY 1. 2I7ANINYHEIAIANT IU1INLIALULTAIST.

7

7



’5']EIﬂ']‘JNﬂ\'i']‘Hﬂ’]%‘ﬂ‘i%‘]!N%‘ﬁ’]ﬂ']i

Siriprom, T., & Khongput, S. (2016). Thai Graduate Students’ Perceptions of Plagiarism in
Academic Writing. Proceedings of the 8" International Conference on Humanities
and Social Sciences on “lnnovation in Humanities and Social Sciences:
Opportunities and Challenges” May 28, 2016. National Defence University of
Malaysia. Pp. 244-254.



Aurnisdanaulasuunaanu

i #i5 0527.03.01(6)/225

AMTUYWEAENS
UNVINYISEULIAIT
gunouiog
Jaiafwailan
65000

13 WowaAAN 2559

o9 sauldsuunanu
Bou  weEniiun ASnInu

auiivinulddsunanuisedes "naisuinidganisanasnaiudoun19ivings:
nsdldnuninfnvrsesudiyaln a1v13vnisaeunIwsingy” Weumsiinsanasiun
lunsarsuyvemans IM1Ine1deulsas fu nasanse Wivunaauveainuuds
warezduiiunisRatsuguamduiy mndusrddiinsmauadvssfiuguamunai
sutuseuTensasT wnfianuduntile 9 mansanse wwuddldviunslulemasiely

FuSguniielusansiu

YOUANIAIUUUDD

RANSE~ MT’”J}WY?/.

(remans1ansd assuun dunausing)
USSUEMINIATHY Wermans-
UWNINYIRYULIFIT

UIBUALUSNITITINTT
nsénvi 0-5596-2006
nsans 0-5596-2000



. ICHiss 2016
8 INTERNATIONAL

CONFERENCE ON
HUMANITIES AND
SOCIAL SCIENCES

Our reference - UPNM (FPP)10.02/01 ( 147 )
Date -1 MAY 2016

Prof. / Assoc, Prof. [ Dr. 'Mr. iMrs,

Thewnapa Siriprom & Somruedee Khongput

Paper 1D: A30D

CONFIRMATION OF ABSTRACT ACCEPTANCE FOR 8™ ICHISS 2016

Thank you for your kind interest in participating in the 8% Intemational Conference on Humanities and Sodal
Sciences (ICHISS) 2016 “Innovation in Humanities and Social Scences: Opporunities and Challenges” 1o be
held on 27 — 29 May 2016 at The Hotel Royale Chulan Damansara, Selangeor, Malaysia.

We are pleased to inform you that your abstract is acoepted to be presented in the 87 ICHISS 2016,

The panel of evaluators is of the opinion that your paper does contain information Enking your paper to one of
the sub-themes of our conference. It will be better and more relevant if it shows linkage to the main theme of the
conference which is “Innovation in Humanities and Social Sciences: Opportunities and Challenges”. We hope, it
possible, you will try to improve on this when you wite your full paper.

Kindly submit your full paper via onfine at: submissiongupnm.edu.my with the subject of e-mail: “Your Paper [D:
ICHISS 2016 before 75 May 2016. You are advised to edit and adhere to the format stated in our website when
sukmitting your full paper.

For registration fees amangemesnts and payment method, please refer fo our conference website at:
htip-lichiss upnm.edu.myindex php'call-for-absetractregistration-fees. Kindly take note on the advantage of the
‘eary bird' registration fee promotion.
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%’ been necessary since regular contact between since regular contact between teachers
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2. nMswnladananszaulsslan

aannbalsslapninisanaan

sslanfiinnsanaan Uselanfl 1 : The fact that English allows for at least five styles of

speaking.

ANRANNIANLAANNAURLIL A

Jacobson (1976) suggests that English allows for at least five styles of speaking:

1.
2.

peer’s style

formal style

style appropriate for small children or when addressing them, that is, an adult’s style
comprehensible to small children (not necessarily baby talk)

informal style appropriate when talking to a close member of one’s family

informal style appropriate when talking to an adult who is not a member of the family

ﬁm?]mif@y@: Richards, Jack C., and Sukwiwat, M. (1985). Cross-cultural

aspects of conversational competence. The context of language teaching.
Cambridge University Press, p. 135.

Fausladssland 1:

sz lamnunlaugn:
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aannbalsslapniinisanaan

dselaaninisanaan Uselamn 2: Anita Desai states that if a writer is Indian, his work will

naturally be Indian in quality. in flavor, in its characteristics.

ANRANNIANLAANNAURLIL AD

Anita Desai states if a writer is Indian...his work will naturally be Indian in quality, in flavor, in
its characteristics...it can hardly be anything else, even if he is writing in English. The English
spoken and written in India has in any case become an Indian language.

(Ram, 1983, pp.3-32)

ﬁmwmﬁay@: McKay, S.L. (2002). Teaching English as an international

language: Rethinking Goals and Approaches. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
p. 57.

Faufladsslann 2:

sz laanuflaungn:
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3. n1SuN lAaANNSEAUEA NN

aannbalsslapninisanaan

ARANNNNNITANRAN

In my opinion, Standard English is the variety of a language which has the highest status in a

community. Moreover, a standard variety is used in the news media, describe in grammars,

and taught in schools and taught to non-native speakers when they learn the language as a

foreign language.

ARABNNIAINLAANNAURLIL A

Quirk (1990), for example, maintains that Standard English is what might be termed the
unmarked variety; it is not unusual or different in any way and is typically associated with
written English.

The Longman Dictionary of Applied Linguistics (Richards, Platt, and Weber 1985) also
associated Standard English with written language and it notes its status in relation to other
varieties. It defines Standard English as the variety of a language which has the highest status
in a community or nation and which is usually based on the speech and writing of educated
speakers of the language.

A standard variety is generally:

(a.) used in the news media and in literature
(b.) describe in dictionaries and grammars
(c.) taught in schools and taught to non-native speakers when they learn the

language as a foreign language.

(ibid: 271)

ﬁm%mi’fﬂy@: McKay, S.L. (2002). Teaching English as an international

language: Rethinking Goals and Approaches. Oxford: Oxford University Press,
p. 53.

NSWA LUTBANTEALLRANN

Faufladsclan:

v ‘ﬂl b %
damauinala:
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ARl AINRABLNIARRBNUAZIIELINUTZU UL foannuiiula *éa é é €
nsAnAan § g ﬂ% &

n381984 | For example, “a judgment of the self For example, “a judgment of the self / /
hlﬁ@m in comparison with qualities that in comparison with qualities that

others possess”, “jealousy — emotions | others possess”, ‘jealousy —

that indicate growing self-awareness”, | emotions that indicate growing self-

and “the thought of her being awareness”, and “the thought of her

pregnant”. (A8l being pregnant” (Surname, xxxx, p.

X). (ANT81)

nsla In the same vein, Kreidler (1998) In the same vein, Kreidler (1998) / /
(e designates that semantics is the study | designates that semantics is the
wanedny of the language organization and the study of the language organization
dsznn meaning expression which includes and the meaning expression which

the study of how meaning is includes the study of how meaning

constructed, interpreted, clarified, is “constructed, interpreted, clarified,

obscured, illustrated, simplified, obscured, illustrated, simpilified,

negotiated, contradicted, and negotiated, contradicted, and

paraphrased. (4121817 paraphrased” (p. x). (4181517)
nn9818 | For example, “The survey, conducted For example, “The survey, / /
1NL§@WW by St George University, showed that | conducted by St George University,

...", “Celia wished she had got the job | showed that ...”, “Celia wished she

at the... ”, “| am scared of ...”, “Lost, had got the job at the... ”, “l am

stolen, or missing items must be scared of ...”, “Lost, stolen, or

reported to...”, and “... about a missing items must be reported

species of endangered turtle ... ”. to...”, and “... about a species of

(A181519) endangered turtle ... ” (Surname

XXXX, P. X). (A181619)
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msnanlsclaannsanunisdnaanuaznisufiladieaauivenaniaesnisAnaanaeangusaetia(se)

FaAnuARIRNLNIAAABNALE

Y
NanTA

adjectives is "The broken window
should be repaired." which means
that the adjectives is always at the

front of the noun. (4181519)

adjectives is "The broken window

should be repaired."”

(Surname.xxxx, p. x) which

means that the adjectives is
always at the front of the noun.

(4181819)

o =
ARl TWsunsumaseunisfnaenuaziiey fapraitufila *éa é é =
nangluuunsAnaen g £ ﬂ% &
« @
mslfen In order to communicate In order to communicate / /
ANAWA successfully, the mastery of successfully, the mastery of
grammar is needed. Based on the grammar is needed._According to
Common European Framework of the Common European
Reference for Languages (CEFR), Framework of Reference for
the ability of the student is divided Languages (CEFR), the ability of
into levels based on grammar the student is divided into levels
competence. (&181819) based on grammar competence.
(&181517)
UEGRRGK: Its position is always at the front of Its position is always at the front / /
hudlewn the noun for instance, "The broken of the noun for instance, “The
window should be repaired." (418 broken window should be
519) repaired” (Surname.xxxx, p. X).
(4181819)
QUEGRRGK For example "If | hadn't learned For example "If | hadn't learned / /
qud:@m hard, | would have failed the hard, | would have failed the
exam.”. (4181819) exam.” (Surname, xxxx, p. X).
(4181819)
QRECRAE The structure of attributive The structure of attributive / /
luiilewn
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FaAnuARIRNLNIAAABNALE

F4
NANTUA 1

7 7
Qdd‘ v o v dl b % @ < = Go
RElG TUsunINmIRdaLINIIFRARNLA IS fapaadufily &E; z g <
. 3 Z 2| & g
inusizluLunnIfnaen S gl om o@
[
« @
n1eaanAIIN | Thus, it is worth conducting a Thus, it is worth conducting a / /
1% aa
AIEID research to investigate online research to investigate online
nIARAY learning strategies that successful learning strategies that
NTANATY
. and unsuccessful students use, successful and unsuccessful
NNTUNUAAT _ , _
whether there is a difference students use, whether there is a
¥ a
HAZA9EY . . . .
y? between online language learning difference between online
Tuiiam
strategies used by successful and language learning strategies
unsuccessful online students, and employed by acquired and non-
the difficulties that those acquired online students, and the
unsuccessful students encounter in | difficulties that those
online learning environment. (9&7) unsuccessful students encounter
in online learning environment
(Surname.xxxx, p. x). (QN")
N1708AAITN | Online Learning Strategies (OLS) is | Online Learning Strategies (OLS) / /
o om
nIEID defined as students’ ability to is defined as way to understand
n3vAnY/ understand and control their and regulate their learning by
nawuAY learning by employing a range of using a range of cognitive, meta-
ATUNUAAN

cognitive, meta-cognitive, affective,
and resource-management skills in

order to achieve online learning

goals (Schunk & Zimmerman, 1994;

Zarisky & Styles, 2000; Hu &
Grambling; 2009 and Tsai, 2009).

(qw7)

cognitive, affective, and
resource-management skills in
order to achieve online learning
goals (Schunk & Zimmerman,
1994; Zarisky & Styles, 2000; Hu
& Grambling; 2009 and Tsai,

2009). (Qu1)
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F4
NANTUA 1

Hapruiinmanunisdnaaniag . .
ARl TWsunsumaseunisfnaenuaziiey foannuiiula *éa é é =
nangluuunsAnaen g £ ﬂ% &
« @
NIINAAAINN | Elaboration strategies are the ways | Elaboration strategies are the / /
fiaens that learners use cognitive skills to ways that learners use cognitive
ﬂwﬁﬁﬁq/ go beyond the given content in skills to go beyond the given
mﬂﬂm?/ order to make meaningful content in order to make
A information. They also build meaningful information. They also
connections between information build connections between
given in the learning material and information given in the learning
prior knowledge through various material and prior knowledge
activities such as editing notes, through various activities such as
comparing reading assignments editing notes, comparing reading
with lecture notes, summarizing, assignments with lecture notes,
paraphrasing, and finding their own | summarizing, paraphrasing, and
examples from real-world events finding their examples from the
and problems (Talbot, 1997; Hu & experience of world knowledge
Gramling, 2009). (QH") and difficulties (Talbot, 1997; Hu &
Gramling, 2009). (QH")
n1InanAAITN | Self-regulation/Volitional strategies Self-regulation/Volitional strategies X /
Foeids refer to the awareness and control refer to the awareness and control
m?ﬁﬁﬁq/ of cognition (Pintrich et al., 1991) in | of cognition (Pintrich et al., 1991)
mnﬁuﬁ:i order to set the goal and manage in order to set the goal and
M ones’ own learning performance. In | manage ones’ own learning
other words it can be referred as a performance. In other words it can
conscious effort, supported by be referred as self-requlated,
determination or extrinsic setting goal or extrinsic motivation
requirements, to persist in one’s to persist in one’s pursdit of
pursuit of learning goals and resist learning goals and resist
temptation and stifle impulses to temptation and stifle impulses to
abandon them. (1) abandon them. (&)

X

Anumnewalsylaaulfen




64

msnanlscluannaanunisdnaanuaznisufilafieaauivenaniaesnisdnaanaaengusiadnasia)

v dl o ¥
dapunnanunisAnaandoallsunsu

F4
NANTUA 1

aaldgy » - - P = mL aé < § .
Jnnld ATIRAALNITANABANUAZINLLILN DU TAAITNNLN LT = a z <
. Z 3| & &
sUuuunsfnaen S gl & «©
«< “(_?
naulanu Scholars in the field of foreign and Scholars in the field of foreign / /
AVANYT . .
second language learning have and second language learning
studied the relationship between have investigated the correlation
language learning strategies use and | petween language learning
learners’ academic achievement, strategies use and learners’
proficiency level and other factors academic achievement,
such as motivation, gender, type of proficiency level and other
task, age, cultural background, factors such as motivation,
learning style, tolerance of gender, type of task, age, cultural
ambiguity, and attitudes, all of which | background, learning style,
are believed to influence the choice tolerance of ambiguity, and
of strategies used by language attitudes, all of which are
learners (O’Malley & Chamot, 1990; believed to influence the choice
Oxford, 1990, 1996). (&) of strategies used by language
learners (O’Malley & Chamot,
1990; Oxford, 1990, 1996). (K1)
n17nan The research done by Ganjooei and The research done by Ganjooei / /
ANNAE

ada v
38n13uila

aydselan

Rahimi (2008) showed that ...
However, many researchers argued
that the different platforms of
learning particularly in online setting
could cause the difference in LLS
choices because e-learners come in
different styles and strategies in
ways they take in and process
information (Azemi, 2004;
Fedderholdt, 1997; Lessard-
Clouston, 1997). (QH")

and Rahimi (2008) showed
that.... However, many
researchers argued that the
different platforms of learning
particularly in online setting could
cause the difference in LLS
choices because e-learners
come in different styles and

strategies in order to comprehend

the data (Azemi, 2004;
Fedderholdt, 1997; Lessard-

Clouston, 1997). (&)




65

msnanslscluannsanunisdnaanuaznisufilafieaauivenaniaesnisdnaanaaengusiaetine(se)

FamanufinsaanLn13AnaanFIe

F4
NANTUA 1

74 74
Qdd‘ v = v dl b2 @ < =
5l TsunsumeaaaaLnIIAnaanwAINgL Hananadiufily *é z g g
s S ~ c
- o %
inorfgUuuunsAnaen £ gl 8 &
& @
N1708AAINN | Swierzbin (2014) says that the Swierzbin (2014) says that the / /
Aneidd head noun is the core of the noun head noun is the core of the noun
nIARAY phrase, and it may stand alone or | phrase. The head noun set by
mimuﬂ:}/ have determiners or modifiers itself or occur with determiners or
MIUNLmm before it (pre-modifiers), or after it modifiers before it (pre-modifiers),
(post-modifiers). (ANTEl) or after it (post-modifiers).(@NT18)
n19naAAN | Chand (2008) conducted a case The findings also indicated that / /
faein study... The findings also even though learning studied
et indicated that even though within distance education
m?mm?/ learning had taken place in this environment some traditional
ATUNUTAAN . , )
T distance education context some teaching would have been
LAZAEN9 _ .
face-to-face teaching would have necessary since regular contact
wisla
been necessary since regular between teachers and traditional
aylselan

contact between teachers and
learners is seen by learners as
very beneficial and more likely to
lead to a better development of

listening skills. (&)

learners is seen by learners as
very beneficial and more likely to
lead to a better development of

listening skills. (&)
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« @
malauffla Swierzbin (2014) states that - - X
. o
WAANMHNATIN | possessives, quantifiers, numbers,
WUNTTARAAN | grticles, and demonstratives are
categorized as determiners. (ANT18l)
malauffla “a little bird” (@n2) - - X
. o
ADANNNATIA
WUNNTARAAN
N13ARADN It includes association, elaboration, It includes association, X X
o o any
ArAnlaa 14 imagery, visual encoding, auditory imagery, visual encoding.
1Azaanang encoding, using word-structure, elaboration, auditory encoding,
Any1l9ene semantic encoding, and contextual using word-structure, semantic
encoding. (14) encoding. and contextual
encoding. (NZR)
N1908AANN | Similarly, Gao (1997) and Azar Past participles was [were] X X
Aoedanng (2001) explains that past participles used alternately with present
b4 . .
ufilyesy are difficult for English learners. participles (Gao. 1997; Azar,
dselen (@181819) 2001). (a181519)

X

Haasengsn
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a Case Study of Master Teaching English Students
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Abstract

This study aimed to explore strategies to avoid plagiarism in English academic writing of five Thai
master’s students in teaching English. A semi-structured interview and think-aloud protocols were employed
to gather students’ writing strategies. The findings revealed that the most frequently used strategy is
paraphrasing by the used of one’s own words and the use of others’ ideas with ethically appropriate citations.
However, some students adopted an inappropriate strategy by copying some words without using quotation
marks and without appropriate citations. This study suggests teachers explicitly teach students correct
citations and ethical ways of writing to avoid plagiarism in their academic papers.

Keywords: strategies, avoidance of plagiarism, academic writing, Thai master’s students
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szinn Uselapfinsaanunisimaen’ Uselapiukle?
1) ...They also build connections between 1) ...They also build connections between
information given in the learning material and information given in the learning material and
prior knowledge through various activities such as  prior knowledge through various activities
editing notes, comparing reading assignments such as editing notes, comparing reading
with lecture notes, summarizing, paraphrasing, assignments with lecture notes, summarizing,
_;é and finding their own examples from real-world paraphrasing, and finding their examples
% events and problems (Talbot, 1997; Hu & from the experience of world knowledge and
Gé Gramling, 2009). (x1) difficulties (Talbot, 1997; Hu & Gramling,
"% 2009). (1)
-
“E"’ 2) The students compose “I am very interesting in  2) For example “I am very interesting in
.,E learning English grammar” and “The directions to  jearning English grammar” and “The
é% the party are very confused to us”. (A1&1517) directions to the party are very confused to
S us” (Gao, 1997; Azar, 2001). (A181517)
3) Swierzbin (2014) says that the head noun is the  3) Swierzbin (2014) says that the head noun
core of the noun phrase, and it may stand alone is the core of the noun phrase. The head
or have determiners or modifiers before it (pre- noun set by itself or occur with determiners or
modifiers), or after it (post-modifiers). (ANael) modifiers before it (pre-modifiers), or after it
(post-modifiers). (a8 (n7519n1:78m)
== Similarly, Gao (1997) and Azar (2001) explains Past participles was [were] used alternately
% (g that past participles are difficult for English with present participles (Gao, 1997; Azar,
“_é g learners. (#181513) 2001). (8741513) (ARMMNELLR AR
o

ATEIFTTN)

3. N3as19aulssTanlug

q

Chand (2008) conducted a case study... The
findings also indicated that even though learning
had taken place in this distance education
context some face-to-face teaching would have
been necessary since regular contact between
teachers and learners is seen by learners as very
beneficial and more likely to lead to a better

development of listening skills. (QN")

The findings also indicated that even though
learning studied within distance education
environment, some traditional teaching would
have been necessary since regular contact
between teachers and traditional learners is
seen by learners as very beneficial and more
likely to lead to a better development of

listening skills. (")
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ABSTRACT

In response to the perceived economic stakes associated with English fluency, university students in Thailand
are increasingly being required to publish papers in academic English. For all students, native and non-native
alike, this style of writing is most challenging. One consequence of this requirement appears to be a rise in
plagiarism. This study investigated plagiarism in a Thai university with a focus on 202 Thai graduate
students’ perceptions of plagiarism and the strategies of these students employed to avoid it. The data
collection tool was a questionnaire about student perceptions of plagiarism in academic writing. The findings
revealed that 74.8% of the students thought that plagiarism was wrong. However, 50% of the students did
not know that paraphrasing words from other sources without quotations, references or in text citations was
a form of plagiarism. The findings also revealed that most of the students employed paraphrasing more than
other strategies. These findings suggest that universities must spend more time teaching students about
plagiarism, particularly how to appropriately paraphrase, quote and cite others' work.

Keywords: plagiarism; perceptions; academic writing; Thai graduate students

INTRODUCTION

This paper aims to report findings of the first phase of a bigger project on Thai graduate students’ perceptions
of plagiarism in academic writing and strategies to avoid plagiarism. It will start with addressing the rationale
of the study and the relevant literature on plagiarism. Then it will report the findings drawn from the
questionnaire results gathered from 202 respondents who were studying in the areas of humanities and
social sciences at a university in Thailand. Discussion drawn from the findings will be highlighted and
pedagogical implications will be presented.

Background of the Study

The demand for graduate students to publish research articles in national and international journals has been
increasing. More and more students are encouraged to publish their work in order to meet university
requirements for graduation approval. In addition, the number of scholarly publications in the high tier
journals is an important criterion in ranking universities, and as a result, universities are striving to improve
their rankings through an increase in publications. This requirement may put too much pressure on student
writers.

Academic writing is a difficult task for students, especially second and foreign language students as they
often encounter linguistic problems such as vocabulary choices and accuracy of language use (Qian & Krugly-
Smolska, 2008). When writing a manuscript, students need to familiarize with the genre of academic writing
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and technical writing skills. Many of them may not have been taught the genre or possess the writing skills
(East, 2006). Apart from linguistic deficiency, some students may not care about plagiarism and may copy
original texts and paste it into their work (Power, 2009; Razera, 2011). Academic writing without plagiarism
is, thus, seen as a major problem for students (East, 2006).

In today’s age of technology, the Internet is used as a tool to connect with other people, get news, buy or sell
something online, send and download files and do other Internet activities. Students are likely to use it for
learning and searching data for their homework or research. It helps them gain access to considerable
information online. However, it is easy for them to plagiarize others’ ideas by copying or borrowing words
from other sources and putting them in their work without citations (Kier, 2014; Tirakit, 2014). Students
may not understand that taking information from the Internet is wrong. Others may not consider copying
text without citations as a problem (Berry, Thornton & Baker, 2006; Ramzan, Munir, Siddique & Asif, 2012).

Despite the case of online text plagiarism, copying information from the print media such as books,
newspapers, and pamphlets still occurs, especially in “a ‘relationship oriented’ society in which copying from
a friend or acquaintance may not be regarded as plagiarism” (Young, 2013, p. 3). For example, in the
classroom, a close relationship between students may result in a student asking for a friend’s work to copy
text into his/her work without acknowledging the source (Koul, Clariana, Jitgarun & Songsriwittaya, 2009).
Thus, the problem of plagiarism is likely to be a result of many factors including “institution, availability of

internet facilities and personal attitude” as pointed out by Salleh (2011, p. 6).

For over a decade, the term ‘plagiarism’ has been introduced in the education system (Culwin & Lancaster,
2000). It is considered a big issue in all educational institutions because plagiarized work has been detected
in many countries such as Australia, Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, and The United Kingdom despite the use of
online detection services and programs that become the tools for catching plagiarized work (Culwin &
Lancaster, 2000; Hosny & Fatima, 2014; Owunwanne, Rustagi & Dada, 2010; Yang & Lin, 2010). Many
universities have mechanism to detect plagiarism via an online detection service or program and encourage
students or educators to use before submitting the papers to journals. However, the problem of plagiarism in
papers still exists. Considerable evidence reveals that acts of plagiarism occur in many contexts such as in
schools, colleges and universities (Flint, Macdonald & Clegg, 2005; Gabriel, 2010; Hosny & Eatima, 2014; Ma,
Wan & Lu, 2008; Marshall & Garry, 2005; Razera, Verhagen, Pargman & Ramberg, 2010). One main cause of
this problem is students’ personal perception (Razera, 2011). Some students lack adequate understanding of
the notion of plagiarism (Lamubol, 2012; Power, 2009) and plagiarism behaviors. Therefore, to help the
student writers avoid acting against ethical behaviors in writing, it is necessary for us to understand how
students perceive plagiarism.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Plagiarism is derived from Latin term which means kidnap (Das & Panjabi, 2011). Educational institutions
have included other words such as stealing and wrongfulness to describe plagiarism (Sutherland-Smith,
2005). Plagiarism can be defined as copying words, phrases, sentences, theories, or pictures of any source,
whether published or unpublished, without proper acknowledgement or citations (Keck, 2006). Typically,
plagiarism can be divided into many forms such as types of academic dishonesty (Ferro & Martins, 2016),
categories of academic plagiarism (Park, 2003 as cited in Ferro & Martins, 2016) and an amount of
plagiarized acts (Williams, n.d.).

Park (2003) divided academic plagiarism into four main types (as cited in Ferro & Martins, 2016). The first
type is using data from other sources: it includes buying a paper from the Internet to submit as one’s own
work, directly copying from an original text without giving credit and “submitting another student’s work,
with or without that student’s knowledge” (p. 5). The second type is “submitting a paper written by someone
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else (e.g. a peer or relative)” (p. 5). The third type is direct copying data from various texts without adding
quotation marks. The final type is paraphrasing sentences without appropriate citation. These four types
seem to reflect the writers’ perceptions that lead to their intentional or unintentional acts (Hosny & Fatima,
2014; Neville, 2010; Tirakit, 2014).

Plagiarism is widespread in academic institutions (Shirazi, Jafarey & Moazam, 2010). Plagiarism of ideas
commonly occurs in presentations because presenters take data from several sources such as printed books
and information from the Internet. Then they present the data as their own idea. Some students are not often
aware of plagiarism by letting other people copy their work (Das & Panjabi, 2011). In terms of academic
writing the perceptions of plagiarism seem to vary. O'Neill and Pfeiffer (2011) indicated that master of
business administration students lacked perceptions of what cheating was and cheated more often than
graduate students in non-business programs. Their cheating behavior was influenced by their workplace.
They wanted to make more profits or get promoted using unethical ways. This behavior is likely to reflect
their low awareness of plagiarism as pointed out by Ramzan et al. (2012).

Post graduate students may have a moderate awareness of plagiarism, showing their misunderstanding about
plagiarism acts (Kirthi, Pratap, Padma & Kalyan, 2015). Students may understand that some behaviors are
plagiarism acts even though they are not. Kirthi et al. (2015) found that post graduate students understood
that the names of authors should not be cited in papers and that self-plagiarism is not such harmful as other
acts of plagiarism. However, Yamwong, Techathaweewan and Maitaouthong (2014) argued that graduate
students in Thailand had a high perception toward plagiarism despite their variability in gender, age and
class level. The study by Yamwong et al. (2014) also revealed that the doctoral degree students had a higher
perception of plagiarism than master’s degree students. These different perceptions might be affected by a
long-term process of acquiring this knowledge (Dawson & Overfield, 2006). The doctoral students may have
learned about plagiarism in a longer time than master’s students.

Plagiarism can be avoided by using appropriate ways of writing. Kirthi et al. (2015) suggested many ways to
avoid plagiarism. For example, students should learn the meaning of plagiarism by themselves, check their
work before submission, provide references for other’s ideas and add quotation marks for directly quoted
texts. Das and Panjabi (2011) stated that the academic paper is acceptable when student writers used their
own words and ideas, conveyed the original meaning of previous information and cited sources of
information for readers. Additionally, detection programs can also help users to improve referencing and
writing (Graham-Matheson & Starr, 2013). It is a tool to help the users consider plagiarized texts and revise
or edit their work.

As reviewed above, plagiarism is seen as a big problem in the academic context. A number of studies on
plagiarism focused on writers’ awareness and how to deal with plagiarism in English as first language
contexts (Bacha & Bahous, 2010; Marshall & Garry, 2005; Ryan, Bonanno, Krass, Scouller, & Smith, 2009;
Wilkinson, 2009). However, in English as second or foreign language contexts, this issue seems to be
perceived differently depending on agreement of people in each country. There is no universal knowledge of
students in many countries on the issue of plagiarism (Bacha & Bahous, 2010). The students might not
receive adequate information or guidance about plagiarism even though they are mature enough to consider
what is right or wrong.

Therefore, to better understand the issue of plagiarism and promote how writers can deal with plagiarism in
their work in the long run, it is worth investigating their perceptions towards plagiarism. This article will
focus on three research questions: (1) What are Thai graduate Humanities and Social Sciences students
perceptions of plagiarism? (2) What forms of plagiarism do Thai graduate Humanities and Social Sciences
students employ in their writing? and (3) What are ways Thai graduate Humanities and Social Sciences
students use in writing their academic tasks? Therefore, this research explored knowledge of plagiarism so as
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to capture the current situations of the second language learners. All the perceived viewpoints were
combined in order to find their perceptions and forms of plagiarism which may lead to appropriate ways to
help them raise awareness of plagiarism.

METHODOLOGY
Participants

The population was 1,078 graduate students who studied in the areas of humanities and social sciences at a
university in Thailand. Two hundred and eighty-six graduate students of this study were selected by using
‘form the community population Taro Yamane’ (Yamane, 1967) formula at confidence level 95%. The
participants were selected through a quota sampling from the students in the faculties of Economic, Liberal
Arts, Management Sciences and Nursing in the first semester of the academic year 2015.

Research Instruments

This study employed a questionnaire to investigate students’ perceptions of plagiarism in academic writing,
The questionnaire was divided into five parts: student information, general knowledge about plagiarism in
academic writing, plagiarism behaviors, writing in an academic style, and using plagiarism-detection
software. The first three parts were adopted from Glendinning’s (2014) questionnaire with her permission.
Both closed-ended and open-ended questions were adopted. Three experts were asked to judge the content
validity of the questionnaire and some questions were revised and edited according to the experts’ advice.
The questionnaire was tried out with 17 Thai graduate Humanities and Social Sciences students who studied
at other universities in Thailand. The Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was used to calculate the reliability of the
second to fourth parts of the questionnaire and the result was 0.71.

Data Collection

Data were collected during the first semester of the 2015 academic year. Two hundred and eighty-six
questionnaires were distributed both in paper and through follow-up e-mail asking some participants who
provided their e-mail address to complete unanswered questions in their questionnaires. The researcher
asked them to return the questionnaire within a two-week period. Two hundred and ten out of 286
questionnaires were returned with 202 complete questionnaires (70.63%). The data from close-ended
questions were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency, percent, mean and standard deviation.
Answers to the open-ended question were analyzed qualitatively. The text data were categorized into themes
according to their content.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The results are presented into three main areas: views on plagiarism, plagiarism behaviors and ways of
writing. The first area focusing on views on plagiarism is presented in Tables 1 and 2 below.

General knowledge about plagiarism in academic writing n %
Statements: 1. Plagiarism is wrong. 151 74.75
Statements: 2. We should not plagiarize. However, doing it sometimes is 51 25.25
acceptable.

Do you know about plagiarism prevention?
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1.Yes 149 73.76
2. No 53 26.24

How did you get the information about plagiarism prevention?

1. Classroom 101 50.00
2. Lecturers or experts 88 43.56
3. Web site 63 31.19
4. Meeting or seminar 38 18.81
5. Handbook, course booklet or student guidebook 30 14.85
6. Other: Friends, News, workshop for writing research articles 6 2.97

Table 1: Views on plagiarism

In relation to views on plagiarism in academic writing, 74.75% of all respondents perceived that plagiarism
was wrong while 25.25% thought that plagiarism was acceptable. For the knowledge of plagiarism
prevention, a majority of all respondents (73.76%) knew about it. It is evident that the respondents got the
information about plagiarism prevention from many sources. Their biggest source was the classroom
(50.00%), followed by lectures or experts (43.56%), and Web sites (31.19%), respectively.

As seen in Table 1, Thai graduate students seem to agree plagiarism is a serious problem. This finding is in
line with Yamwong et al. who claimed that Thai graduate students had a high perception of plagiarism. They
also knew the meaning of plagiarism well and they might not have plagiarized other’s work. Based on this
perception, they may have strategies to avoid plagiarism such as paraphrasing and checking writing with
detection programs (McGowan, 2005). However, it is also found that some students in this study may not
have been aware of the seriousness of this problem. They may think one plagiarism behavior is not as serious
as another behavior. As Fish and Hura (2013) pointed out students considered that a task that contained
copying an entire document without giving credits is more serious than a task that contained copying some
words without giving credits.

According to students’ greatest knowledge sources about plagiarism prevention, students are likely to learn
how to avoid plagiarism mostly from their institution through various sources such as classroom materials
and their teachers. This finding aligns with those from other studies. For example, Wette (2010) determined
that students improved the knowledge of citation styles to use in their papers from an academic writing
course. East (2006) advocated teaching the issue of plagiarism in more detail to students with general
knowledge of plagiarism. Supported by Bacha and Bahous’s (2010) study, a large majority of university
students had knowledge of plagiarism because they have been explicitly taught. Despite this explicit teaching,
the findings also show students may find additional information about plagiarism by themselves from the
Internet.

When asked about their perceptions of plagiarism behaviors, the respondents’ answers show a positive trend
towards ethical behaviors as illustrated in Table 2.
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Table 2: Perceptions of plagiarism behaviors

Perceptions of plagiarism behaviors n %

Are these statements plagiarism?
1. Write everything with my own ideas

Yes (The students responded “Yes”, showing their misunderstanding.) 14 6.93

No 188 93.0
2. Copy word for word without quotations, references or in text citations

Yes 181 89.6

No (The students responded “No”, showing their misunderstanding.) 21 10.40

3. Copy and paste words/phrases/clauses without quotations, references or in text
citations and then insert my own ideas
Yes 176 87.1
No (The students responded “No”, showing their misunderstanding.) 26 12.87
4. Copy and paste words/phrases/clauses with quotations, include correct
references and in text citations and then insert my own ideas
Yes (The students responded “Yes”, showing their misunderstanding.) 83 41.0
No 119 58.91
5. Copy all data from other sources with quotations, include correct references and
in text citations
Yes (The students responded “Yes”, showing their misunderstanding.) 89 44.0
No 113 55.94
6. Paraphrase word from other sources without references or in text citations and
insert my own ideas
Yes 101 50.00
No (The students responded “No”, showing their misunderstanding.) 101 50.0

As seen in Table 2 above, the majority of respondents (93.07%) considered writing with all their own ideas as
ethical. A great number of respondents (89.60%) perceived that copying texts without quotations, references
or in text citations was plagiarism even though they insert their own ideas (87.13%). Interestingly, about half
of the respondents misunderstood some behaviors. They considered some unethical behaviors as ethical.
50% of the respondents perceived paraphrasing without citations was not plagiarism. 44.06% of the
respondents considered copying all texts or some ideas with quotation and correct references was plagiarism
and even with their own ideas (41.09%).

These results reveal that most students are likely to show they had quite high awareness of ethical behaviors
in writing. They are likely to clearly understand the meaning of plagiarism so they did not do plagiarism. This
may show that the students know how to effectively write and deal with plagiarism (East, 2006). Another
interesting point is that some students show their misunderstanding of plagiarism through a selection of
unexpected answers. This possibly means that some of the students were still unclear about meaning of
plagiarism, leading to their unintentional plagiarism acts. One factor contributing to students’
misunderstanding could be their lack of adequate knowledge about how to cite sources in writing styles as
stated by Howard, Serviss and Rodrigue (2010).

The next part is about plagiarism behaviors that the respondents did while writing their work. The
respondents were asked to rate the degree of agreement on plagiarism acts illustrated in five statements. It
can be seen in Table 3 that the five statements were rated as disagreed by most respondents. When looking at
each statement, it is noticeable that purchasing a paper online and copying text to one’s own writing without
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references is disagreed by most respondents (89.60%). However, some respondents (15.35%) agreed on
asking another person to borrow a paper to copy texts without referencing.

Table 3: The degree of agreement on plagiarism acts

Agree Neutral Disagree

n % n % n %

Statement of plagiarism’ acts

1. Purchase a paper online and copy text to own writing 5 248 16 792 181 89.6
without references 0

2. Copy text from the Internet and used it in own writing 8 396 33 16.34 161 79.70
without references

3. Write a paper for someone 11 545 32 1584 159 7871

4, Copy text from hard copies (such as news, books) 13 6.44 52 25.74 137 67.82
without references in own writing

5. Ask someone on the Internet or in the classroom fora 31 153 70 34.65 101 50.00
paper and copy texts to own writing without references. 5

These results indicate that overall students seem to behave ethically when writing. This finding may reflect
their adequate understanding of plagiarism. Even though the Internet is easy to access and allows people to
plagiarize easily, the students disagreed on this act (Razera, 2011). However, a small number of respondents
still did plagiarism. This finding could be explained by the relationship between close friends that can result
in plagiarism (Koul et al., 2009; Young, 2013)

The next section focuses on ways in writing that are presented in Table 4 below. As can be seen in Table 4,
the three most preferred ways students when writing are paraphrasing with citations (91.09%), writing with
one’s own words (89.60%) and using quotations (84.16%). However, it is evident that some students use
unethical ways in writing. They paraphrased without citations (30.69%), did self-plagiarism (29.70%) and
copied texts without citations (22.77%).

Table 4: The rank of ways students use in an academic writing

Rank Ways students use in their academic writing n %
1 Paraphrase others’ ideas and put them in own work with citing and referencing 184 91.09
2 Write in my own words 181 89.60
3 Use other people’s quotes in own work and use quotation marks to indicate

that it’s a direct quote and reference it 170 84.16
4 Paraphrase own previous work and put it in own new work with referencing in

the new work 149 73.76
5 Use plagiarism-detection software to check plagiarism and then edit

plagiarised sentences 97  48.02
6 Paraphrase others’ ideas and put them in own work without citing and

referencing 62 30.69
7

Copy sentences from own previous work and put them in own new work 60 29.70
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without referencing

8 Copy and paste sentences into own work without citing and referencing 46 2277

One reason that the students in this study employed paraphrasing much more than others could be because it
is the only way they are taught or learned most frequently (Liao & Tseng, 2010; Sun, 2012). The emphasis on
paraphrasing in teaching might be because it is recognized as a quality of a good reader and writer (Kletzien,
2009). If the readers understand contents in papers or passages, they should be capable of using their own
words to convey the contents in writing.

On the contrary, some students in this study used inappropriate ways in their writing. Particularly, writing
without citing and referencing. These behaviors seem to be common for second language students. Carroll
(2007) indicated that second language students borrowed words and gave credits in their work less than
native English speaking students. One reason is their lack of confidence for writing in English (Carroll, 2007).
Another possible explanation may be the students’ carelessness or their lack of honesty. This is in line with a
study by Bacha and Bahous (2010) who found that some students used various inappropriate strategies in
their work because they lack honesty and truth-telling in writing. Additionally, knowledge about ways of
writing that students knew before might be inappropriate in their current academic writing context (Razera,
2011). The number of students that show both ethical and unethical ways of writing confirm Pennington’s
(2010) point that not all students can understand how to avoid plagiarism and select an appropriate way to
avoid it.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The overall findings show that most of Thai graduate students had quite high awareness of plagiarism in
academic writing. However, a small number of the students did not fully understand plagiarism. What is
surprising is that some students misunderstood that paraphrasing words from other sources without
quotations, references or in text citations and inserting their own ideas are plagiarism acts even though they
are not.

Currently, much needs to be done in the classroom to raise student awareness of plagiarism. Teachers can
help students to understand how to avoid plagiarism in their work and introduce them to appropriate ways
of writing in an academic context with new explicit teaching or real practices. In order to reflect and better
understand students’ perceptions of plagiarism, further research should be done with other groups of
students in different universities. It can focus on comparison between students in different areas or level of
study, or between students of the same area or level of study in different universities.
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