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Abstract

The study of community organization network on disaster
management in Sathing Phra Peninsular, Songkhla Province is qualitative research. Its
objectives are to investigate patterns and working system, results, facilitative and
obstructive factors; as well as recommending approaches into prompting the
community organization network in managing the disaster. Data collection consists of
documentary research and field work, including semi-structured interviews, focus
groups and participant observations. Forty-two key informants are classified into the
following three groups: 1) representatives of community people and leaders of
community organization networks, 2) representatives of civil society organizations,
and 3) representatives of local and regional government authorities.

The result shows that, since the flood in 2005, the community
organization network cooperated with external agencies in tackling with the disaster.
During the tropical storm in 2010, the Songkhla community organizations coordinating
center for flood relief was established via coordination, data arrangement,
communication system, volunteers, and supporting system for flood victims. Those
two crises had done in the stage of “after the disasters occur” and the community
organization network and the civil society group played a significant role. Since 2011
until now (2015), various sub-districts of four districts in Sathing Phra Peninsular,
including Ranot, Krasae Sin, Sathing Phra, and Singhanakorn, have expanded the
disaster risk management under the collaboration among involved actors comprising
with community-organizations, civil society groups, and local government authorities.

Factors facilitating the community-based oreanization network for

disaster management are as follows: the strong network, the systematic working
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system, the public minds and intentions, and the external agency supports.
Obstructive factors include 1) the unclear broadcasts of local mass media, the
structural system i.e. the absence of cooperation among involved divisions in local
government authorities, the reorganization among community organization’s
members, and the carelessness of the local people.

Recommendations are as follows: 1) the arrangement of special
learning session on disaster management skills, 2) the integration of the working
system among involved agencies i.e. local government authorities, regional
government agencies, civil society organization, and community-based organization,

and 3) the social network empowerment to overcome crises collectively.
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