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Sibawayh’s Roles in Developing the Study of ‘Arabic Language
Shukree Kateh' ‘Abdullah Karina®

' Student of Master’s Degree in Islamic Studies
2 Ph.D. (al-Qur’na nad al-Hadith) Assistant Professor

ABSTRACT

The research aims to 1) study Sibawayh’s biography, 2) study situation
of the Arabic language in his period, and 3) study his role in developing Arabic
learning. The study is documentary research conducted through collecting various
documents especially in Arabic sources and the data and information then classified
into major and minor topics respectively. Comparativ'e, element and criticized is
method of analysis used in the study.

The study found as the following;

1. Sfbawayh or Abu Bisr, as the nickname of Osman bin Qonbar,
began studying by learning al-Qur’an interpretation, Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) and
Prophetic Tradition (Hadith). Since he was error in reading words from such learning,
he then initiated to emphasize in Arabic language until he became the most well-
known scholar in the language at that time. He was praised by other scholars. His
most famous treatise is “al-Kitab” or also known as “al-Kitab Sibawaih” in which
contains complete knowledge of Arabic grammar. At the end of his life, he went to
Baghdad and joined a debate in the issue of Arabic grammar. However, this debate
did not become much useful to him and his health, he then went back to his
hometown, Ahwas and later died in 180 H.

2. The Situation of Arabic language in Sibawayh’s period found that it
was used for various purposes namely writing books and treatises, conversation,
speech, debate, and discussion. The development of Arabic language at that time was
based on the study of hidden meaning of words spoken by the people and some new
ideas found generally in the society, political agenda and philosophical movement.
Words were used in more various conditions, extracted from al-Qur’an, used in form

of comparison, gave exact meaning and written books on logic.



307

Sibawayh had developed the Arabic learning and he played some
special roles as pictures below;

1. In the aspect of writing treatise, he spent 5 years to finish “al-
Kitab”, written based on knowledge gained from his teachers, al-Qur’an, Hadith, local
proverbs and poems.

2. In the aspect of his impact, his thought on Arabic gave a lot of
impact to the people in Kufah and Andalusia, and also gave much impact to the
writing of Arabic grammar and phrases of the later generations.

3. In the aspect of foundation of Arabic grammar school of thought,
this school referred strictly to reliable references. The school was influenced by
teachers and inference.

3. In the aspect of the debate, the debated between him and with al-
Kisa-ei gave not much good benefit to him even thought the true was on his side.

5. He found new theory on some issue in Arabic learning that was
really

different even to his teachers such issues namely relating to the alphabet J, o, B0
and consonant “ & 7 for the present tense (§ Jlall il Ca), situation of grammar

after the word 05! His commitment on such issues was really appropriated.

Key word : Sibawayh Roles Arabic Language
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al-AnBariy : Abu al-Barakat ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad bin Abi Sa‘iid, (1966)
Nuzhat al-Alba’ fi Tabaqgat al- *"Udab3’ (gl.’gS:g\ C.J\i-b ‘_,3 9U‘i\ j&;’)

tahqiq ‘Atiyah Amir al-Matba‘ah al-Kathulikiyah Berut
al-Hakim, al-Imdm Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah al-Naisabiiriy, (1413) al-Mustadrak

‘ala_al-Sahihain fi_al-Hadith (36500 3 small & 532y

Dar al-Fikar Berutk
al-Harbiy : Ibrdhim, Abu Ishaq bin Ishag bin Ibrahim bin Bashir bin ‘Abdullah al-

Baghdadiy,(1406) Ikram al-Dovf (ciall 351 tahqiq ‘Abd  al-
(< ¢'rh

Ghaffar Sulaiman al-Bandariy Dar al-Kutu al-‘Ilmiyah Berut Lubnan
al-Khatib, al-Khattb Abu Bakr Ahmad bin ‘Ali bin Thabit, (1931) Tarikh Baghdad

au_Madinat al-Salam (551 &34 51 21343 £5,6) TB Maktabah al-
Khanji al-Qahirah

Ibn al-Nadim : Abu al-Faraj Muhammad bin Ishag bin Y‘aqib,(1348) al-Fihrsat
(&Esedlt) tab*ah al-Maktabah al-Tijariyah, Misr

Qadarah:Salah Sulaimin, 1990 Masa’il al-Khilaf baina al-Khalil wa Sibawayh
($5m5 Jobdt 5 Y1 i) TB. al-Unla Dar al-Amal li al-
Nashr wa; al-Tauzi‘i ’Irbet al-Urdun

al-Qaftiy, Jamal al- Din abu al-Hasan “Ali bin Yusuf,(1396) Inbah al-Ruwah ‘ala
anbah al-Nuhah (§‘5:‘j\ 6\-—" 519 §\jjj1 sL—v‘) tahqiq Muhammad Abu

al-Fadl Ibrahim, tab‘ah Dar al-Kutub al-‘Arabiy, al-Qahirah.
al-Sirafly : Sa‘iid al-Hasan bin ‘Abdullah (1374) Akhbar al-Nahwiyin al-Basriyin

(g:'_;-ﬂ-" o )’&J‘ jl—?‘) tahqiq Taha al-Zainiy wa Muhammad ‘Abd al-

Mun‘iim Khafajiy mat‘ah Mustafa al-Babiy  al-Halabiy bi Misr
al-Sayiitiy, al-Hafiz Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman,(1326) Bughyat al-Wu‘ah_fi

Tabaqat al-Lughawiyin wa al-Nuwah ( Gy 54! 0\5—1’ 6-9 Ble gl AR

§‘.5="-§\j) tahgig Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim tab‘ah Dar al-
Sa‘adah
| ,(1404) al-Ashbah_wa al-Naza’ir (}Uﬂ\j 3@‘2?‘) raja‘aahu

wa gqaddama lahu Fa’iiz Tarhiniy, al-Tab‘ah al-Udtla al-Nashir Dar al-
Kitab al-*Arabiy

Abu al-Tayyib al-Lghaqiy, (1375) Maratib al-Nahwiyin (gi}"‘h C3t) tahgiq Abu

al-Fadl Ibrahim al-Qahirah
al-Zubaidiy, Abi Bakr Muhammad bin al-Hasan al;Andalﬁsiy,(n.d.) al-Tabagat al-

Nahwiyin wa al-Lughawiyin (Jg)&nb g,-g)":h :’J\ﬁ-—b) tahqiq ‘Abd

al-Salam Hariin, al-Qahirah






