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Abstract

This research of ‘Thai Muslim Women and Nursing Profession in Three Southern Border
Provinces of Thailand A.D. 1962-2007 aimed to study status of Thai Muslim women in relation
to opportunity seeking of life outside their homes by being nurses. Historical research
methodology was used to examine documentary data and teling data. The telling data
was collected from fieldwork. The gained informative essences would be presented in the
historical dimension in order to see changes of their statuses by the career.

The result of this study revealed that the ways of life of Thai Muslim women in the three
southern border provinces of Thailand were influenced by their religious customs perceived as
their social criteria. Namely, they were determined to contain qualifications of being good wives,
mothers, and daughters. At the same time, they were able to study as well. However, most of
them tended to leamn about their religious knowledge and completed compulsory education.
Later, formal education was extended in the three southern border provinces of Thailand and
many educational institutions were established there. More and more attention of the women
was directed to nursing profession, particularly after the establishment of nursing colleges in
Yala Province and Narathiwas Province.

It was found that much attention stated earlier was from external and internal factors.
Concerning the former one, it was caused by the educational support from the
government. This support was for solving problems of public health and nurse inadequacy in
the areas. Reagding the internal factor, it was because the career did not go against their
religion. Moreover, being a .nurse was prestige as it created continuity of mother's role.
Besides, nursing profession was rated a highly stable career and was socially accepted. It

provided them with pride in life.





