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Academic Year : 2010

Abstract

The research aims to study 1) the background and project performance 2) the social and
economic characteristics of the farmers 3) the rice production condition of the farmers 4)
knowledge and understanding on the farmers’ income guarantee project 5) the farmers’
satisfaction towards the project and 6) problems, threats, and suggestions raised by the rice
farmers, who take part in the project in Su-Ngai Padi District, Narathiwas Province. The data was
collected through the interview of 133 farmers participating in the project. The descriptive
analysis is implemented.

The results reveal that the income guarantee project started in the production year
2009/2010. The same principles with the price guarantee project were applied while the operation
methods were different. The government is responsible for only the different amount between the
guaranteed price and reference price in case of the reference price is lower than the guaranteed
price. The farmers, who take part in the project, are mostly male and 50 years in average. All of
them are Muslims. The farmers were primary level educated or lower. The average household
members are 5.7 people; meanwhile, 2.2 people support in the agricultural activities. The
majorities do rubber plantations and rice farming as their main and supplementary career
respectively. The agricultural land ownership is 8.1 rai in average. Most of the land is utilized in
rubber plantations. The farmers earn the average household income for 108,571 baht a year. The
income from rice farming is 8,719 baht a year while the income from non-agricultural sector is
72,661 baht a year. The farmers are mostly free-debt.

The paddy field is 3.8 rais in average, and most of the farm area is rented. The farmers
mainly plant rice for their own consumption. The famous variety is Chainat 1, which is supported
by the government. All of the farmers do off-season paddy field. Most of them do rice farming
twice a year, and also do paddy-sown field. Provincial Administrative Organization is the main

sector supporting the production factors to the farmers. Organic and chemical fertilizers are
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mostly supplied. The majorities apply organic fertilizers 18.7 kilograms per rai in average during
the production cycle. The average quantity of 15-15-15 chemical fertilizers for 16.8 kilograms is
applied during the production cycle. The farmers face lots of problems in rice farming, which are
short supply of fertilizers, leaf roll disease, mice and rice leaf folders. Most of the farmers solve
the mentioned problems by applying pesticides, and are advised of the solutions by the neighbors’
recommendations.

The farmers are informed of the project news by the government officers and leader
communities respectively. The information, which the farmers are mostly informed, is the
registration period. The next is that the bank’s responsibility on the money transfer of the
different amount, which is financed by the government. The participants must be accepted
through the community agreement. Most of the farmers do not monitor the different price;
however, the farmers, who keep on monitoring, will mainly contact BAAC officers. Every farmer
does not apply for the change of the period to use the rights. It is because the farmers do not
aware the rights, and do not monitor the different price. The majorities do not have intentions to
change the period to use their rights. The different price of rice satisfies the farmers at 9,169.2
baht a ton in average. Most of the farmers view that the project is very useful to the farmers.

The farmers are moderately satisfied with the project in all aspects. It would be the
reason that the project just starts running in the first year. The farmers do not understand the
project details well, and cannot make decision that the satisfaction should be rated high or low.
The problems deriving from the project participation are listed as details. Most of the farmers do
not have the evidences to participate in the project. Procedures for the project entry are
complicated. Nevertheless, all farmers have intentions to join the project in the next production
year. In addition, the suggestions are raised by the farmers that the project should be continued.

Finally, fertilizers together with pesticides should be also supported.
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