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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate community participation process in Na Thap Sub-district
community planning. The data for this qualitative study were collected through participatory
observations and interviewing the target groups consisting of Na Thap Sub-district Community
Planning Drive Team, community leaders, people participating in the community planning
process, and related organizations in the community.

The results of the study revealed that the community planning consisted of five steps:
(1) preparing community readiness; (2) analyzing data on self and community learning;
(3) determining the development direction; (4) planning the work/projects; and (5) driving the
community plan. The community participated in five aspects: (1) community study;
(2) community planning; (3) conducting the development; (4) receiving the results of the
development activities; and (5) following-up and evaluating the results of the development.
There were two types of integration: (1) integration of related organizations such as Tambon
Administrative Organization, village headmen, health centers or schools; and (2) integration of
data that each organization such as the community learning center or community organization
council could apply to get highest efficiency for the community. The results of the study further
revealed that there were factors resulting from participation in community planning that would
strengthen the community: (1) the community saw the importance of and participated in all the
processes by providing their support in the form of manpower, money, materials and other
resources; (2) local organizations cooperated and saw the importance of the participatory process
and supported it in terms of body of knowledge, personnel and budget for making the community

plan, and implemented the plans/projects or adapted them to the plan of each organization; and

4)



(3) there were certain groups of organizations such as community organizations or local
organization responsible for the activities.

The participatory process in community planning was not only plans or activities done by
the community but also a way of creating an important community learning process with the goal

of strengthening the community with sustainable development.
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