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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were twofold: to investigate the causes of the decisions made
by youths receiving scholarships from World Vision Foundation of Thailand to drop out of
school, and to investigate the living condition of the youths after dropping out of school. The
subjects of the study were youths in wban and rural communities who were different in
geographical location and living condition. In this quality research, data from documented
research and experience of people in the communities were analyzed and interpreted into the
causes of youths’ decisions to drop out of school, and for other people to accept their decisions

due to these causes and the consequences.

The results revealed that the main causes of the decisions made by urban and rural youths
receiving scholarships from World Vision Foundation of Thailand, Sengkhla Province to drop out
of school were insufficient income of their family. The youth’s family did not have enough
income to support them to further their education because of their parents” unemployment and the
high cost of living. As a result, youths decided to drop out of school to work and help their
family. Another cause which was a difference between youths in urban communities and those in
rural communities was that most of the latter dropped out of schoo! to get married. 1t was found
that youths in urban communities who dropped out of school worked in fishery, general
employments and in factories while youths in rural communities worked in general cmployments,

agriculture, and they also went out to work out side their communities.

Youths’ personal reasons and necessities were the causes of their decisions to drop out of

school while receiving scholarships from World Vision Foundation of Thailand

Gy



Songkhla Province. However, these causes did not mean a waste of education as most people
would think but rather they represented new meanings of educational opportunity showing that

people in the society were clever and creative and they also had self-confidence and human

L3
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