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ABSTRACT

The study on the “Existence and Interaction of Muslim Community
Culture in the Plurality Society of Muang Songkhla” is a qualitative research aimed to
investigate three Muslim communities with long historical backgrounds, namely: Hua Khao
Daeng, Laem Son, and Ban Bon communities in three aspects: their existence, factors
contributing their coexistence, and interactions among Muslims, Thais, and Chinese Thais.

From the study, it was found that during 1945-1961, public utilities in Hua
Khao Daeng and Laem Son had characteristics of a rural communities were not yet developed and
the communities while Ban Bon which was an urban community was developed in various
aspects. The population of Hua Khao Daeng and Laem Son communities was therefore not dense
with Muslims who had originally been in the areas as a majority. Their houses were in clusters
and their occupation was originally fishery. For Ban Bon community, most Muslims migrated
from Laem Son and Hua Khao Daeng communities and thus they were relatives. People living
in Ban Bon community had many different occupations in addition to fishery. Some of them
were in trading and had traded with people in the group and with those in other groups. The
important factors for the coexistence of these three communities were: they had the same religion
and were related to each other since their ancestors encouraging them to help each other. Hua
Khao Daeng and Laem Son communities showed their culture more clearly than Ban Bon
community from the way they dressed, the names they carried because they had less relationship
with other groups when compared with Ban Bon community. The cultural ways of living of
Muslims in Ban Bon did not show outstanding identities. As a result, their reactions did not make

people feel much of the differences between Muslims, Thais and Chinese Thais who lived
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together in the community with good understanding and respect towards others’ cultures.
Consequently, they did activities together in the community. Regarding reactions of Ban Bon
community, Muslims, Thais and Chinese Thais had more reactions among themselves more than
those living in Hua Khao Daeng and Laem Son communities. This was because Ban Bon
community had characteristics of an urban community where there were trading activities, and
geographically, the area was open making communication more convenient for people than that in
Hua Khao Daeng and Laem Son communities.

During the1962-2005 period, public utilities in these three communities had
been developed making it convenient for people in the communities. Therefore, there was
population density in these three communities, particularly in Laem Son community which was
very crowded. As a result, the residential area had been extended into the sea. Population growth
in each of these communities was caused by population increase within the communities and
migration of people from other places. As occupations became diversified, local fishery became
less due to environmental changes. The important factors contributing to the coexistence of the
three communities were: their religious belief system, and their kinship. However, kinship in Ban
Bon community was not as strong as that in Hua Khao Daeng and Laem Son communities due to
its being urbanized and to migration of people from other places. Reactions among Muslims,
Thais and Chinese Thais in these three communities became less resulting from social changes,
and cultural changes that took place during this period of time. These changes included their way
of showing identities of being Muslims which could be seen clearly from the way they dressed,
the names they carried and their education. However, Muslims who had originally lived in the

areas still had good reactions towards Thais and Chinese Thais.
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