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Abstract

This thesis aims to analyze the characters in two novels, Samakarn Wai and
Tukkata Maput, in terms of the ways in which indispensable components of
characterization relate to other aspects of the novels : characterization, the author's
views, and the novels’ literary value.

The roles and characteristics of the characters in the two novels are found to
accord well with the novels’ themes and the author’s views. Most of the main characters
are rendered appeating by their roundedness, development and compatibility with the
plot; alt this contributes to the high literary value of the novels. Some minor characters,
though rather flat, are the means through which the author's views are expressed.
However, the author's occasional parenthetical interpretation has made the novels
somewhat artistically defective.

With respect 1o content, the two novels reflect family probiems and cenflicts.
Samakarn Wai depicts the problems of those unable to adjust themseives to the
changes of family members approaching old age, and to their shifting social and work
status. Tukkata Manut mirrors the problems of those entrapped by the social values in
an age of materialism and consumerism.

- Woven into the novels are three implicit views of the author, relating to human
relationships, certain social values, and the dignfb} and value of mankind. Through
these views certain virtues are encouraged as solutions to human problems. In these

two novels aesthetic and ethical vales are judiciously interwoven.
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