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Abstract

This thesis is aimed to compare the concept of happiness as viewed by
Phra Dhammapitaka (Bhikkhu Prayutt A. Payutto) and John Stuart Mill. The content
analysis is used in this study in order to compare the concept of the ultimate goal in
-a human's life and to examine what similarities and differences are as an
. underlying basis for decision-making in teking certain actions in life as viewed by
both philosophers.

Tt is found that both of them similarly view the ultimate goal in a human’s
lifo as the happiness since it is what every human desires. Even though both of
them commonly agree that happiness is the ultimate goal in a human’s life, the
levels of happiness are rather différent. For Phra Dhammapitaka (Bhikkhu Prayutt A.
Payutto) happiness may be divided into two levels: a worldly state of happiness and
a supra-mundane state of happiness while John Stuart Mill has only one level, that
is, a sensual contact state of happiness. A contact sensual state of happiness in
John Stuart Mill's view may be equivalent only to Phra Dhammapitaka (Bhikkhu
Prayutt A. Payutto) 's worldly state of happiness.

Upon comparing the concept of happiness as viewed by both philosophers,
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it is found the bases underlying decision-making in taking certain actions are similar
as well as different. The similarities are that a human's wisdom is used in the
consideration and thought before any actions to be taken since human’s wisdom
helps him understand and differentiate the good against the bad. However, the
different points are that Phra Dhammapitaka (Bhilkhu Prayutt A, Payutto) views that
the basns for decision-making of any actions to be taken should constitute good
intention, which is, the root of good thought. As for John Stuert Mill, a decision for
any actions to be taken should be based on the effects of one action upon another or

the consequences of such completed actions should be considered.



