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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to investigate
the factors related to infant feeding with fish nutrient
supplements, causas of non—-infant feeding with fish nutrient
supplements and levels of infant feeding with fish nutrient
supplements in Amphoe Saiburi, Changwat Pattani. The indepen-
dent variables were socio—economic factors including income,
occupation, residence, educational attainment, and mothers'
knowledge of nutrition. The dependent variable was the levels
of mothers' infant feeding with fish nutrient supplements.
Through a stratified sampling method, the samples were 240
mothers with an infant of 5 months te 12 months old in 1993
in Anphoe Saiburi, Changwat Pattani. The instrument for data
collection comprised interview questions on the respondents’
general background, a test of nutrition knowledge, and inter-

view questions on infant feeding with fish nutrient supplements.
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The investigator and one research assistant collected the data.
Data were analyzed using chi-square and contigency coefficient
{c) through the SPSS computer programme (Statistical Package
for the Social Sciences)

Results of the research indicated that:

1. The factors of educational attainment, mothers'
knowledge of mutrition, family occupation and income were
significantly related to infant feeding with fish nutrient
supplements, with the contingency coefficient (c) of .45,

.35, .33 and .32 respectively, The residence factor was not
related to the infant feeding.

2. Tt was found that 75.30 percent of the close
relatives’ influence and 24.69 percent of mothers' misconcep-
tions accounted for the causes of non-infant feading with fish
nutrient supplements.

3. The levels of mothers' infant feeding with fish
nutrient supplements according to the time interval and quantity
prescribed by the Ministry of Public Health were the following:
62.16 percent of the mothers fed their infants with fish
nutrient supplements every other day, 24.32 percent did every

day 13.51 percent did once a week.
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