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Abstract

This research is intended (1) to investigate the level of performance in local
carricalum development of secondary school teachers in Changwat Nakhon Si Thammarat, in
tive areas : knowledge concerning master plan curriculum and local curriculum development,
fundamental knowledge of problems and local needs, options made for local curriculum
development, organization of instructional activities to meet the local needs, and evaluation
and improvement of local curriculum development ; (2) to compare such performance of the
secondary school teachers with respect to the factors in training, class level of teaching, school
size, and subject area of teaching ; and (3) to gather information about problem and
suggestions pertaining to local curriculum development.

The population of this research consisted of 1,340 secondary school teachers under
the Department of General Education in Changwat Nakhon Si Thammarat, under the pursuing
process of national education reform in the academic year of 1996 and from which 309
subjects are randomized by proportional stratified random sampling. In data collection, S5-point
rating scale questionnaire is used. The reliability on the section ‘lmowledge concerning
master plan curriculum and local curriculum development™ is 0.7962, that on ‘fundamental
knowledge of problem and local needs’ is 0.9290, that on ‘options made for local curriculum
development’ is 0.8867, that on ‘organization of instructional activities to meet the local
needs’ is 0.9086, and that on ‘evaluation and improvement of Jocal curriculum development is
0.9051. The reliability of the whole rating scale is 0.9608. Data are analyzed using percentage,

arithmetic mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test.



The finding are as follows :

L. Oﬁera]l, the subjécts’ performance in local curriculum development is at a
moderate level.

2. The subjects with some &ainings of local curriculum development have a
significantly higher level of performance in local curriculum development than those without
such trainings at .01 level.

3. There is no significant difference in the performance of local curriculum
development with regards to the class level of teaching.

4. There is no significant difference in the performance of local curriculum
development with regards to school size.

5. There is no significant difference in the performance of local curriculum
development with regards to the subject areas of teaching.

6. The subjccts’ problems pertaining to local curriculum development include lack
of academic materials and references, lack of resource persons, lake of academic résourccs,
lack of full-time devotion to the job due to teachers’ other obligations, lack of understanding
on the techniques and strategies and nature of local curriculum development, lack of
instructional materials and supplies, and Jack of coordination with local wisdom.

7. Prioritized by their frequencies, the first five suggestions made by the
respondents are the following : that the concerned educational agencies arrange some
mnszﬂmﬁms with the experts in the field on techniques and strategies, other obligations or
teaching loads to be held be properly allotted, basic information and materials on the subject
matter including workshops and training sessions be provided, budget for equipment, supplies
and operations be provided, and academic source and resources for clear, basic information

materials be made available,





