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Abstract

The objectives of this research are: 1) to study the history of the British presence in
India; 2) to study the expansion of British power in India from 1766 to 1857; 3) to
study the effect of this expansion on Muslim political power.

These objectives were achieved through historical approach by
analysing the relevant literature and historical documents and presenting as
analytical description. Whereby collecting the relevant literature, studying the
sound evidence of the information, grouping the literature according to the matters,
analysing the literature, presenting the discussion and making the conclusion.

This research reached the following conclusions: 1) the British presence
was originally a purely commercial one. However, in the face political anarchy
between native states caused by the decline of Moghul Empire, the British
changed their policy in India to one of territorial expansion & the establishment of
political power. Once the British held the important native states of Bengal Bihar
and Orissa, their political supremacy in India was legitimized. The British also
employed the policy of avoiding the perception amongst Indians in general, and
Muslims in particular, that India had been attacked by foreigner, by Indian rulers
being by the British as nominal rulers; 2) British achieved political supremacy in
Indian between 1766 and 1857 through two methods: War and Pax Britannica. Pax
Britannica was the British policy of reducing, then terminating, the political role of

Indian rulers by using the subsidiary system and the principle of lapse; 3) the



expansion of British power in India from 1766 to 1857 brought about the collapse of

the Muslim’s power in India and transferred it into the hands of the British.
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