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Abstract

This research is aimed at comparing the concept of Imamah between Ahl al-
Sunnah and al-Shiah. This study is a documentary research which collected data
concerning both the Ahl al-Sunnah and al-Shiah.

The study reveals that the term /mamah is different in meaning between Ahl al-
Sunnah and al-Shiah. Ahl al-Sunnah views that Imamah is the position that is elected and
appointed by people themselves. The election is considered on those who are qualified in
characteristics, perfection and suitability. For the number of the /mam, it is unlimited until
the Last Day. On the other hand, al —Shiah urges that the position of Imamah is chosen by
Allah. People have no right in electing /mam since Imam is one who possesses extra
qualification than an ordinary man and being Ma’sum condition having no sin. As for the
number of the Imam, there is limited figures, i.e. only for twelve people.

In so far as the importance of Imam, Ahl al-Sunnah views that searching a man to be
an Imam is compulsory for the people in order for them to live under the same authority,
while al-Shiah claims that Imam is a part of Islamic principles.

The rights and duties of the people towards /mam, Ahl al-Sunnah views that
people will only follow and obey him in the matters concerning good deeds. If his order
goes against Islam, the people have right to disobey him. If the Imam happens to become
murtad the people can withdraw and rebel against him. On the contrary to this view, al-
Shiah agrees that the people have to follow and obey /Imam in all situations because Imam
is one who receives Divine Revelation of Allah continuously.

The duty of Imam, Ahl al-Sunnah views that the Imam is one who protects religion,

administrates the state affair and announces jihad which is based on the Qur'anic verses,



al-Hadith and /jtihad. According to al-Shiah’s point of view, the Imam is one who has the
authority in determining religious teaching depending on his own opinion, and jihad can

not be performed during the absence of the Imam.
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